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satisfactory, the officer of the deck pronounces the 
stranger © suspicious: while Jack expresses the 
same idea by telling his shipmates on the fore- 
castle, that he doesn't like the cut of that fel- 
low's jib.” On shore he uses the phrase with a 
similar meaning, applying it to the external pecu- 
liarities of countenance or expression, regarded as 
indications of character. | 
„To hang the jib,” in the sense of © to look 
cross,” as noted by Halliwell (s. v. Jin), has, 
perhaps, a similar origin. VERTAUR. 


Premiums for Babies. — In the window of a 


silversmith in this city, three silver tea-sets are 
now on exhibition, which have been offered by 
the Agricultural Society of Clarke County, Ohio, 
as premiums for the three finest babies of different 
ages, born in the United States. _ Unzpa. 


Philadelphia, 


Queries. 
A POLITICAL PROPHET — ELIAS HABESCI. 


There was published at Calcutta, in 1790, a 
remarkable book bearing for title: 

«© The Partition of the Dominions of the Pope, pre- 
ceded by that of the Ottoman Empire, and by Consi- 


derations on Heraclius, the reigning Prince of Georgia, 
translated from the French MS. of Elias Habesci ; ” 


and dedicated, by permission, to the Gov.-General 
Earl Cornwallis. 

The author, in a style of Junius-like severity 
and invective, arrives at the certainty that the 

lacid Turk's mission in Europe being fulfilled, 

e will soon go to his own country: 

« God was pleased,“ said the Grand Vizier to the 
Count de St. Priest, to make use of our sabres to punish 
the Christians; and therefore, when it shall please Him 
to put an end to His wrath against them, and to return 
them their country, we are ready to obey His holy will, 
and to retire to our own.“ 

The prophet shows how, step by step, the Euro- 
pean powers have been despoiling the Porte; and 
predicts, that before long Russia and Austria will 
make their final coup by seizing upon Constan- 
tinople: | 

« But what will the other Powers of Europe say to all 
this? Who knows? Perhaps they will say as much as 
they did when three of them shared among them the 
greater part of Poland — NOTHING!“ | 

Our false prophet, who seems wonderfully fa- 
miliar with his subject, then goes on to show that 
neither France nor England will cast their shield 
over the doomed Turk; and that the only friend 
he has in Europe is impotent Rome: 

“Rome trembles,” says Hebasci, when she reflects 


that there is a power called Emperor of the East and 
King of the Romans. Get rid of the Turks, and 


the 
would very soon be seen in Italy and in Rome; re 
19 N08 
10 None 


' 
| 


| take the air, or to hold the bridle of the Holy Father's mule, 


but to command as s8overeign ! ” 


Austria and Russia, having pushed the Turk 
out of Europe, the next question of our prophet 
is, Who shall reign in the vacant capital? 

« Whether, O politicians and prophets! shall we give 
it to the House of Austria or to Russia? Neither the one 
nor the other. It would be almost impossible, according 
to the examples of extended empires, that Vienna or 
Petersburg could reign over Constantinople. She must 
have a sovereign of her own. But where are we to get 
him? Neither a Comnene, a Phocas, a Polygnax, nor a 
Lascaris should be placed upon a Greek throne; they 
should be left as they are: one at Paris, one at Cham- 
brey, another at Turin, another at Smyrna, and another 
at Constantinople—all more or less unhappy. Therefore, 
either Russia must place Prince Constantine there, or 
Joseph the Second will give her one from Tuscany.“ 


Such were the speculations of Elias Habesci in 
1790; and such the little ny. mg. he could foresee 
for the falling Turk in the day of his extremity ! 
Taking this vaticinator as an exponent of the pre- 
sumed indifference of England and France to the 
threatened annihilation of the Turks, it would not, 
I think, be inde. in to the objects of N. & Q.“ to 
record the prophet's reasoning for their non-in- 
tervention, if only to contrast it with the actual 
state of things now the crisis has arrived: when 
these two generous nations, forgetting their own 
ancient feuds, have ranged themselves upon the 
side of the Sultan; and are now spilling their 
best blood, and expending their treasures with a 
liberal hand, to protect the feeble Turk from the 
grasp of the northern wolf! | 

„Who, therefore,” says Habesci, „can impede the fall 
of the superb Ottoman? France? England? I pretend 
not to enter into the question, whether these powers can 
or cannot hinder it; all I assert is, that they will not. 
With respect to France, that enlightened minister, the 
Count de St. Priest, after residing sixteen years at Con- 
stantinople, proves very clearly that it is the interest of 
France to abandon the Turks to their destiny. He paints 
them in their true colours; and after producing such 
incontrovertible facts as ought to render them detested 
and IN by all the nations of the world, he concludes, 
that France ought not only to abandon them, but to 
assist the other powers in eæterminating them, and share 
the plunder with them. Therefore, France will do nothing 
for them !” = | 

« England,” continues this advocate for annihilating 
the Mussulman, “ is too much occupied with great affairs 
to turn her thoughts towards the Turks. Whether they 
do, or do not fall, will be a matter of indifference to her; 
and whether the inhabitants be of this or that sect, will 
not, concern her : for whoever they may be, her commerce 
with them will always exist; besides, the trade she 
carries on with Turkey is not very considerable.“ 


Let Alma, Balaklava, Inkerman, and the Pa- 
triotic Fund be the triumphal reply of England 
and France to the selfish policy here indicated by 
this false prophet ! 

I shall be glad of the assistance of N. & Q.“ 
to unmask this. Elias Habesci ; he gives the fol- 
_ lowing interesting account of himself: 


take this opportunity to inform my readers, that I 
* \ : 


1 
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have published, in several languages, seven different 
works, on various subjects, under the name of E. H. — an 
enigma on Sahib-el-Sicia, which, in the Arabic, means 
friend of the unfortunate : it is a title which I have ac- 
quired, and of which I am not a little vain. In the year 
1782, T was in London; and advantageously known to 
the ministry, and other noblemen— one of whom wished 
me to write on the then present state of Turkey. I did 
80, and left my work with him, little thinking I should 
behold it in print; but, on my arrival at this place (Cal- 
cutta, 1790), I found it had been published, and actually 
met with a copy of it here.” | | 

« In a note to the translator (Mr. Mortimer, formerly 
British Consul at Ostend), in the Preface, he says that I 
informed him my real name was E. H.; but he, and. all 
the above noblemen, knew my name was A. G., for which 
I substituted the aforesaid enigmati cal one upon my title.” 


I may farther observe, that this © friend of the 
unfortunate” — | 
Published in Latin at Naples, 1775, De la Comparaison 
de la Porte Ottomane avec la Porte Romaine, — deffendũ 

par Rome, et quelque aiitre Royaumes. Une Petite Bro- 
chure sur la Pologne, —en langue Polonaise; deffendũ 
en plusieurs Endroits;“ 


And (lastly, which promises to be the soundest of 
his prophecies) : 

“ Sur la Necessite absolue de la Cour de Russie d'etre 
toujours la bonne et sincère Amie de l' Angleterre, si elle 
veut conserver sa Grandeur Fn Lange Russe, à Moscow, 
1780, deffenda par le Gouv. Russe, et les Copies ra- 
masses.“ . | £ 

One is curious to know something more of the 
man who thus seems to have been going about 
the world disturbing governments, while rejoicing 
in his acquired name of the © Friend of the Un- 
fortunate.” 0 


Some farther particulars of this singular character 

ill be found in the following work: The Present State 

of the Ottoman Empire ; containing a more accurate and 
interesting account of the religion, government, military 
establisghment, manners, customs, and amusements of the 

\ Turks, than any yet extant: including a particular de- 


or” 


= «4 scription of the court and seraglio of the Grand Signor, 
„and interspersed with many singular and entertaining 
bo. 2 anecdotes. Translated from the French MS. of Elias 
— ke? 0 Habesci, many years resident at Constantinople, in the 
2 % service of the Grand Signor. London: 8vo., 1784. In 
the Preface he gives the following account of himself: — 

3 = , «To remove every idea of presumption, it may be proper 
at to declare, in the most solemn manner, that I am by birth 
"Ms a Greek: that I was carried when an infant to Constan- 
A, tinople, and was brought up there by an uncle, who 
enjoyed a considerable office of honour and confidence in 
3 \3 the seraglio. A long personal attendance upon this rela- 

. tive, after I came to years of discretion, and my own 
„employment as secretary to a Grand Vizar in the reign 
12 7 of the late Sultan Mustapha III., gave me daily oppor- 
35 4 tunities, first in assisting my uncle in the discharge of his 

s functions, which lay chiefly within the walls of the 


seraglio, and afterwards in my own department, of ac- 
quiring a perfect knowledge of many curious and en- 
tertaining particulars, which it is impossible any traveller 
or any foreign ambassador at the Porte could obtain.” 
The translator adds in a note: For private reasons, 
Habesci assumed, on his travels, the name of Alexander 
Ghiga, and by that appellation was known to the few 
friends he had in London : but before his departure, he 


i X 
* 


＋* 


gave the translator his real name in writing, which is in 
the hands of the publisher, R. Baldwin, 47. Paternoster 
Row.” In chap. xxi. Habesci, speaking of the Turkish 


policy with respect to Russia, remarks that, in fact, the 


2 


Russian power is augmented to such a degree, that if 
none of the other principal powers of Europe interpose to 
save the Ottoman empire, it must be crushed ... In a 
word, the Christian powers interested in the preservation 
of the Ottoman empire in Europe, must not be surprised, 
if the Porte, yielding to the circumstances of the times, 
and finding itself unable to repel the Russians by force of 
arms, should negotiate a treaty for ceding the Ottoman 
domains in Europe to the court of Petersburg, contenting 
itself hereafter to make Prusa, in Asia Minor, its seat of 
government, and thereby gratifying the most sanguine 
wishes of the ambitious Catharine, whose ultimate aim 
has long been to remove the seat of her empire from the 
north to the south, — from the icy region of Petersburg to 
the serene climate of Constantinople.“ 


Minor Queries. 


French Churches. — In recent rambles in Pi- 
cardy I have been much puzzled as to what age I 
was to assign to their churches, the architecture 
of which we should denominate Early English in 
old England. | ANON. 


Bristol Lectureships. — A correspondent wishes 
to ascertain if the lectureships left to three of the 
churches in Bristol by William Pine, formerly of 


to cause their restoration? The names of the 
churches are believed to be St. James, St. Philip, 
and Christ Church. . 5 Z 


Baptismal Query. — A man was baptized under 
the name of Henry Redcliff Smith. Now Redeliff 
is the mother's family name, and was formerly 


that city, are still observed; and if so, after what 


written © De Redelyffe.“ Could the form of De 


Redelyffe be resumed ? | B. 
Hull. 


Rev. Thomas Stackhouse. — Whose son was the 
Rev. Thomas Stackhouse, M.A., author of a Greek 
Grammar, an Atlas of Ancient and Modern Geo- 


graphy, and other works? He died 1785. 
| | ANON. 


Pronunciation of © Two.” — In Dryden's cele- 
brated verses written under Milton's picture, we 
find the following rhyme: 

„The force of Nature could no further go, 
To make a third she join'd the other two.” 


Query, Did the correct pronunciation of two in 


Dryden's time rhyme with go? In many parts of 


Lancashire the common people are still in the 


habit of pronouncing who as if written woe. 
5 | T. T. W. 


The * Dublin Letter.“ Can any one who has 
directed his attention to the numerous publica- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE ſmallneſs of this Book ought to be of no 
detriment to the ſubject of which it treats. 

Ie i is by the contents, and not by the ſize or ſtile, I 
wiſh i it to be judged. —T hat it was compoſed i in haſte, 
is very certain, and for that reaſon it may lay as open 
to criticiſm ; but I put great ſtreſs on the indulgence 5 
of my Readers „ 

I take this opportunity to inform them; that I have 

publiſhed in ſeveral Languages, ſeven different 
Works, on various ſubjects, under the name of Elias 
Habeſci,—an enigma on Sahib-el-Sicia; which in the 
Arabic Language means friend of the unfortunate = 
it is a title which I have acquired, and of which I am 
not a little vain. 

In the year 1722, I was in London, and 8 : 
geouſly known to the Miniſtry, and other Noblemen, 
one of whom wiſhed me to write on the then preſent 
{tate of Turky. I did ſo, and left my work with him, 
little thinking I ſhould behold it in print; but on my 
arrival at this place, I found it had been pul liched, 

7M and 
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and actually met with a copy of it here.* In a note 
of the T ranſlator's in the Preface, he ſays, that I in- 
formed him, my real name was Elias Habeſci, and 
that for particular reaſons I had changed it to A. G. 
but this is either an error of the Printer's or a guid 
pro quo of Mr. Mortimer, formerly Britiſh Conſul, 
at Oſtend; who tranſlated my Manuſcript into En- 
gliſh. For all the above Noblemen, and Mr. Mor- 
timer himſelf, well know that my real name is A. G. 


and that Elias Habeſci is no other than an enigma- 


tical name, ſuch as I already mentioned, ara which 


J only make uſe of in my title pages. 


A Public Paper, which I executed at London, at 
this period, and which fortunately I have by me, will 
prove the truth of what J aſſert. 


—— 


*The preſent ſtate of the Ottoman Empire, tranſlated from the 
Freath manuſcript of Elias TY 1784. Printed for Baldwin, in 
Paternoſer-Rouw. 


The following is a Lift of the Warks publiſhed under 
the Name of ELIAS HABESCI. 


Js \R ADUCTION d'un Manuſerit tres ancien de 

la Langue, —Siro Caldaique retrouve à Orfa 

imprimé au Mont Liban, 1769. Ce Manuſerit traits 

toit de ce que ficent les Reſtes Vaincus et Diſperſes, 
des Troupes de Julian L'Aporſat lors q'ail fut tus, 

II. L' Origine des Draſes abitans du Mont Liban, leur 
Gouverninent, en Arabe, au Mont Liban, 1769. 

III. Origine des jaſidis abitans du Mont Sengiar entre 

le Tigre et l' Euirate ; en Italien. Venice, 1775. 

IV. De la Comparaiſ-n de la Porte Ottomane avec la 
Porte Romaine.—En Latin, à Naples, 1775, fauſſe 
Datte de la Hay —deffendy par Rome et en quelque 

autre Royaume. | 

V. Sur la Neceſſite abſolue de la Cour de Ruſfic d'etre 

toujours la bonne et fincere Amie de l' Angletterre, fi? 
elle veut conſer vet ſa Grandeur, —en Langue Rufle, — 
a Moſcow, 1780 - deffendũ par le Gouvernmeat Ruſſe, 
et les Coppies Ramaſles. 

VI. Une petite Brochure ſur la Pologne, en Langue 
Polonaiſe, defendu en pluſieurs Eudroi ts, les copies Ra- 
maſlees, Il fut traduit enſuitte, et imprimi en Fran- 
cois. 

VII. De V Equilibre Politique, Moral, et Phyſique, 
du Monde, tom. 1, — Des Relations que toutes les 
Nations ont, et doivent avoir entre elles en Politique 
en Morale, et en Phyſique, tow. 2. — Des premiers 
Momens de la Formation, des Idees dans notre Cer- 
veau, tom. 3,—En Francois, Toulouſe, 1783. 
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' CERTAIN Author publiſhed a book whoſe 
title was © The Partition of Poland; this 
prediction was univerſally laughed at; either becauſe 
people did not think it poſſible, or that they did not 


ſee clearly into the reaſons which the author pro- 


duced. When the work appeared in France, it was 
laughed at by all; His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, who 
had honoured it with a peruſal, being the only one 
who thought it poſſible it might ſo happen, but not ſo 


ſoon as the author had predicted. 
Three months had ſcarcely elapſed, before the news 


of the partition of Poland's being executed, arrived at 
Verſailles ; it was then the courtiers told his Majeſ- 
ty, it was an event that was naturally to be expected, 
and that the author had not advanced a ſingle circum- 
ſtance that was not previouſly known to them all.— 


ll Gentlemen, ſaid his Majeſty, you make me the ſame 
reply that the courtiers of Ferdinand and Iſabella 
made them, on the ſubject of Colu mbus's diſcovery 


of America ! 


The 


ii n Ae. 


The Court of France, ſtruck, however, with aſto- 


niſhment at the news, ſent a very ſevere letter on the 
ſubject to their Embaſſador at Vienna, the Cardinal 
de Rohan, for not having given them notice that 
ſuch an event was in agitation. 

The Embaſſador was of the ſame opinion the cour- 
tiers had been, and laughed at the credulity of the 
Court, and in a pompous {tvle, and with the confi- 
dence of a well-informed Miniſter, afiured the Court 
that the news was totally falſe. Oh!” ſaid the 
King, had Choiſeul been Miniſtler, this had never 
« come to paſs.” | 

How much more, therefore, muſt I expect to be 


laughed at, in my prediction of the Partition of the 


Ottoman Empire, and the Pope's Dominions? But 


I will bear the ridicule, in filence, truſting to Time, 


to make it my turn to laugh. 

I pretend not to the inſpiration of a prophet ; it is 
from the preſent appearances of affairs I judge, and 
by theſe I am, perſuaded that this partition will take 
place, ſooner or later; a ſmall knowledge of the po- 
liticks of cabinets, would convince others. Should 
the reaſons which I advance in the courſe of this 


work not be deemed ſufficiently ſtrong to warrant 


ſuch a concluſion, I am open to conviction, I mult 
frankly acknowledge that my aſſertions may diſpleaſe 


many people; but, in works of this kind, how is it 


poſſible 


2 _ - | H_— p_—_— 
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poſſible to be avoided? I ſhould be happy, could it 

be otherwiſe, 15 | 
I divide this work into three ſmall books; the firſt 
treats but of Prince Heraclius, and whatever regards 
him, reſpecting the preſent queſtion. There will, 
probably, be many who will murmur at what I fay 
reſpecting this Prince; but I mutt recommend it to 
the reader to pay no attention either to the murmurs, 
or even to the murmurers themſelves, for reaſons I 
could publiſh, were it neceſſary. The ſecond book 
treats of the Partition of the Ottoman Empire — 
Should the limits which I have marked to each of 
the ſhares, as well in Europe as in Aſia, and the cre- 
ation of a new king and kingdom at Conſtantinople, 
not be thought juſt, it will not be difficult to form 
them after another manner. 

The third book treats of the Partition of the Po- 
piſh Dominions, as a neceſſary conſequence of ſharing 
the Ottoman Empire. In this book there are ſome 
expreſſions rather r72277h 3 but it is not with mildneſs 
one ſhould addreſs the Pope; for, in that caſe, he 
would not believe what we told him to be the truth. 

If it is objected, that there are many digreſſions in 
the work, and which appear foreign to the ſubject, I 
ſhall ſubmit, without a murmur, to the criticiſm; I 
was obliged to make them, for the purpoſe of con- 
vincing, as-well by reaſon as by example, and to 


illuſtrate the work. 
I muſt 


wo PREFACE. 
I muſt alſo obſerve, that in making mention of 
any thing in general, I mean that all general terms 
muſt have their exceptions; as, for example, when I 
ſay that the Armenians of Turky are not capable of a 
great action, I fpeak but of the generality; and 
when I found the praiſes of the Armenians of Perſia, 

] do not aſſert that they are all worthy of them. 

With reſpect to the ſtyle, I ſhall make no apology ; 
for I have experienced that ſtyle is like the fair ſex : 
—A woman may be beautiful, well made, and ac- 
compliſhed ; it not unſrequently happens that ſhe 
does not univerſally pleaſe ; and we as often ſee, that 
thoſe, whoſe charms are below mediocrity, have their 

— So much for ſtyle. 


adorers. 
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| men noo 


Ta ne dois, qua toi ſeul, toute ta renommee, 


HAT we ſhould not place an implicit faith in 

L appearances, every day's experience teſliſies; 
at the ſame time, it by no means precludes an atten- 
tive obſerver from predicting what occurrences will 
probably happen, from a compariſon with thoſe which 
are paſt, | 
A judicious diſcernment, aided by local know- 


ledge, may throw ſuch lights on the ſubject, as to 


render this prediction, little ſhort of moral certainty; 


and vhilſt an author, in developing his ſubject, diveſts 


B himſelf 


e . 
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himſelf of every prejudice, and delivers his opinions 
with moderation, he will not ſurely be deemed pre- 
ſumptuous, or have any thing to fear from the "Thats 
of criticiſm, 

This preamble I thought neceſſary, at leaſt for one 
who is about to hazard his conjectures on important 
revolutions, which may, and which muſt, alter the 
face of a great part of our globe. 

Theſe conjectures are drawn from -what the 
princes of Georgia (aided, no doubt, by the Ruſſians) 
vill ſoon or late effect in that part of Aſia which they 
inhabit, and in thoſe, which by their proximity, whe- 
ther in Perſia or in Turky, in forming for themſelves 
a very powerful, and in conſequence a very . 
table, kingdom. 

It is generally known, that Georgia was formerly 
divided into ſeven provinces, each of which had a ſe- 
parate prince; in this ſtate of diviſion they were con- 
ſequently defenceleſs, and became a bone of con- 
tention between the Perſians and the Turks, for 
which theſe two powers were inceſſantly at war; and 
it was not till they had nearly exhauſted themſelves 
by this continual ſtate of warfare, that they mutually 
agreed, that Georgia ſhould, for the future, be divid- 
ed into three diviſions, in the following manner: 

The three provinces on the borders of the Black 
Sea, (properly ſpeaking, to the weſtward of Georgia) 

ſhould 


* 2 — CEL" 


— 


named by the Porte. That the three others, to the 
eaſtward of Georgia, ſhould be dependant on the 
Perſiane, in the ſame manner as the former three 


were on the Turks. And that Georgia itſelf, of 
which TeMis is the capital, ſhould alſo have a prince, 
(named alternately by each power) who ſhould be 
charged with collecting the tributes from the ſix pro- 
vinces, and remitting it alternate to the Turks and 
Perſians. | 


Such was Georgia at this period; but time, which 


a'ters moſt things, brought it politically into a very 


different ſituation; 


Moſt of the princes of 88 proved indolent, 


inconſtant and treacherous: — ſome were for render- 


ing tnemſelves independent, both of the Turks and 
the Perſians; and to effeX it, were willing to ſacri- 
fice either ſome, or all, of the ſix provinces.— Others 
declared, with equal partiality and injuſtice, either 
wholly for the Turks, or the Perſians ;—whilft others 


emained contented with the empty title of prince, 
or king of Georgia; and were equally indifferent, 
whether their country was governed by one party or 
the other. — Some changed their religion with the 


ſame indifference they would their "agg nor 


was it uncommon for the prince, who ruled to- da- 
as a Cariitian, to become, on the morrow, a a Muſſul- 


DBA man, 


THE REIGNING PRINCE OF GEORGIA, 3 


ſhould be governed by a prince of their own nation, 


_—— 
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man, to forward his intereſt with the Porte; and, on 
a future day, a zealous Perſian, to pleaſe the court of 
Iſpahan. 

In the courſe of time, theſe different changes pro- 
duced a revolution, and Georgia (properly ſo called) 
was divided into ſeveral petty ſovereignties; over 
which, nevertheleſs, the reigning prince of Tefflis 
preſerved the ſupreme power; yet ſuch was their 
' weakneſs, that had they all joined under his ſtandard, 
they could in no ſhape have reſiſted their enemies. 

What with internal diſſentione, and the civil wars 
between theſe princes, Georgia was nearly depopu- 
lated, and reduced to a ſtate of barhariſm ;—without 
commerce, or other reſources ;—and her ſubjects mere 
| ſlaves. | The Porte exacted the meſt ſhameful tri- 
butes, and Georgia never failed to pay to it annually 
300 young girls, and as many boys. This infamous 
practice was continued till the time of the great He- 
raclius, the reigning prince of Georgia. To theſe 
lengths had the Ottomans carried their avidity and 
their pretenſions on the Georgians; and the latter 
were ſo contemptible and cowardly, that they had no 
remedy but to ſuffer in ſilence theſe continual inſults, 

The inhabitants of the frontiers of Georgia, as for 
example thoſe of Akeſka in particular, aſſembled 4 
or 500 horſemen, well armed, entered Georgia, maſ., 

red ſuch as reſiſted them, bound thoſe the.t did not, 
9 | and 
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and conveyed them to the Turkiſh dominions ; whenee 
they were ſold over the Ottoman empire, and parti- 
eularly at Conſtantinople, by the route of Trabiſond. 
Shall I, or ſhall I not, mention the height of the 
infamy and cowardice of the Georgians? Yes, I will 
mention it ; but with that horror which it merits |— 
Fathers and mothers ſold their offspring to the Turks 11! 
Many individuals followed no other profeſſion than 
that of kidnapping children, to tranſport then to 
Turky !—In the marriage ceremony, nay in Church, 
prayers were offered to the Almighty, for a numer- 
ous progeny, that they might ſell them to the Turks II] 
Their own princes, when no longer able to extort 
money from their miſerable ſubjects, ſeized upon 
their children, and carried on this incredible com- 
merce. It was at this epoch that the late king of 
Georgia died. This king had one ſon, the preſent 
Heraclius, who found no difficulty in aſcending that 
throne, which his father had pre-occupied ;—yet he 
had afterwards great difficulties to overcome ; for in 
this place it is right to obſerve, that the throne of | 
Georgia was, but a ſhort period ſince, occupied by 
the forefathers of Prince Alexander, (vcho at preſent 
wanders in obſcurity) and who made ſtrong oppoſi- 
tion to Princy Heraclius ;—and for the better expla- 
nation of this, I muſt here give the reader the reaſons 
of Prince Alexander, —The grandfather of the latter 
was 
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was king of Georgia :—at his death he left one ſon of 


two years of age; and appointed his TG the 
Prince D'Imerette, his tutor. 

This prince quitted his principality and reſided 
wholly at Tefllis, to be better able to govern Geor- 
gia, and educate the young prince. But certain re- 
volutions threw the prince D'Imerette into a ſituation 
ſo critical, that he was obliged to ſuffer himſelf to bs 
proclaimed king of Georgia, in prejudice to the 
hereditary prince. Being thus feated on the throne, 


he thought he could do no leſs than give him his princi- 


pality of Imerette in return. Thus was this import- 
ant change brought about, and which was ratified and 
confirmed by the grand father and father of Heraclius. 

When the new prince of Imerette arrived at years 
of diſcretion, aud was made acquainted with the in- 
juſtice which his guardian had practiſed towards him, 
he proteſted againſt it; this was all he could do, and 
his proteſis were vain, He had contracted an alliance 
with the prince of Guriel by eſpouſing his daughter, 
but with the aſſiſtance of his ally, he could obtain no- 


thing but promiſes from the king of Georgia. — The 


ſon of this prince of Imherette, was the father of 
prince Alexander, of whoſe pretenſions to the throne 

of Georgia I have already made mention. 
When the king of Georgia died, prince' Alexander 
was in Europe; on receiving the melancholy news; 
ES he 
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he made the beſt of his way to TeMis, but he arrived 
too late. He could not even enter into Guriel but in 
diſguiſe, and from thence he was ſhortly obliged to fly, 
as Heraclius was already on the throne, and was 
not of a diſpoſition to yield his place to Alexander, or 
any one elſe. 

This prince had been in Europe, and a captain in 
the Pruſſian ſervice; he had experienced every reverſe 
of fortune, even to the loweſt miſery. By theſe excellent, 
and perhaps only means, had he formed himſelf, and 
after a lapſe of ſome years, with a head as full of patri- 
otic ideas, as his heart was of courage, he returned to 
his own country, to poliſh and reform it, to wipe off 
the infamy it laboured under, and to render it re- 
ſpectable. | 

For the truth of all J aſſert, or ſhall aſſert, nf 
theſe two princes, I have authentic documents in my 
poſſeſſion. For I am not ignorant that there have 
been appearances which ſeem to contradict what I ad- 
vance; but if theſe. appearances are well examined, 
they will be iound to be without foundation. And 
who is there that can penetrate into the ſecrets of ca- 
biaets ? Beſides, I profeſs to be thoroughly acquainted 
with the ſubject on which I write. It is but a very 
little time ſince I was in Georgia, where ſuch affairs 
called me, as made it a matter of neceſſity for me to be 


o. I can give the ſame ſatisfaction for what I ſhall 
| ſay 
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fay reſpecting the prophet Manſur. After theſe decla- 
rations, I leave cavillers to object and to criticiſe as 
much as they pleaſe, 

Prince Alexander, in the mean time, finding he 


could gain no admittance into Georgia, repaired tp 


Peterſburgh to claim the protection of the Empreſs 


againſt the uſurper of his father's throne, — This 


court did not fail to receive him graciouſly, and to pro- 
miſe him every thing he aſked ; and in this inſtance, I 
am perſuaded the cabinet of Peterſburgh ſpoke with 
ſincerity, and intended to fulfil their promiſes. I am 
the more convinced of this, from their marrying him 
to a princeſs, the whole of whoſe family were in 


high favour with the Empreſs, and occupied the firſt 
| volts of the empire. 


But the ill fate of Prince Alexander fo tt it, 
that a ſhort time after this, the Porte declared war 
againft Ruſſia; which cauſing full employment for 


her troops elſewhere, ſhe, of courſe, had none to 


ſpare for the prince of Georgia, And he, on his 
part, that he might not be perfectly idle, notwith- 


ſtanding his affliction, did not fail to beget three 


children, to inherit his misfortunes. He preferred 


paſſing his time at court in effeminacy, to making a 


campaign with the Ruſſians; or, perhaps, he choſe ts 
ſtay there to ſolicit it in his favour! Little did he 


think, that at the moment he was ſoliciting, Prince 


Heraclius 


te 3 | ws fl. xa. a6 8 2 1 
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Heraclius was winning the favour and protection of 
Ruſſia, by very different, and ſurer means. He wrote 
to the commander in chief of the Ruſſian army, that 
he was ready to unite all his forces to thoſe of Ruſſia z 
and, by falling on the Turks, to cauſe a diverſion in 
her favour. 

Prince Heraclius's propoſal was condi and 
Colonel Totleben, with ſome detachments of ſoldiers 
and ſubaltern officers, were ſent to join him. Theſe 
operated ſo forcibly againſt the Turks, that no Ba» | 
ſhaw, on that ſide of Georgia, could make a ſingle 
campaign againſt the Ruſſians. The Baſhaws” of 
Trabiſond, of Off, of Synope, of Erzeraum, Akeſka, 
and ſome others, were commanded to oppoſe Prinee 
Heraclius; who, with his courage; his patriotiſm, his 
good faith, and his attachment to the Ruſſians, had 
entirely gained the favour of that nation. Theſe 
finding, in the perſon of Prince Heraclius, a good 
friend, a faithful ally, and a powerful prince to op- 
poſe the Porte, declared him king of Georgia, and 
ally of Rufia. Having done this, it was natural for 
the court of Ruſſia to abandon Prince Alexander ;— 
ſhe did fo ;—and the parents of his wife were the firſt 
to neglect him; and the only thing which Ruſſia left 
him, was the choice of remaining where he was, or 
going whither he pleaſed, 

As the circumſtances reſpecting this bete 
prince are very intereſting, and at the fame time mov- 


., ; < ing, 
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ing, I dare ſay my readers will not be diſpleaſed to 
hear the remainder of his hiſtory. 
This unhappy prince, ſinding himſelf deſerted by 


the court, neglected by the relations of his wife, 
ſhunned by his friends, contemned by the rich, —alas! 


etrayed even by his wife; who, without a bluſh, or 
the leaſt circumſpection, diſhonoured him in the ten- 
dereſt point, adding inſult to injury, by turning him 
to ridicule !—This prince, I ſay, deſtitute of wealth 
or reſources, determined to retire ſecretly; for which 
purpoſe he collected together what he thought would 
be moſt ſerviceable to him in travelling, and by the 
route of Moſcow, Cazan and N he entered 
Ghilan, a province in Perſia, on the Caſpian Sea; 
there, however, he was obliged to conceal himſelf, 
as the Ruſſians are very powerful, and have many 
fortreſſes in that province. 


Being perfectly maſter of the Perſian language, he | 
dreſſed himſelf after the faſhion of the country, to 


travel incaynito to Shiraz, the reſidence of the king, 
or more properly ſpeaking, the protector of Perſia, 
who at that time was Kerim Khan.—It was to this 
prince that the fugitive wiſhed to apply for protection 


againſt Prince Heraclius, The arrival of Alexander, 


at Shiraz, was publiſhed ; nor was any myſtery made 


of the cauſe of his applying to the protector. He 


was well received, and as well treated, The pro- 
3 tector 
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| tector aſſigned him the palace, which in former times 
ſerved for the Englith Embaſſadors to Perfiz, for his 

dwelling, appointed him a body guard, and ſupplied 
him with every thing ſuitable to his rank. 


The protector promiſed him his countenance, and 
they only weited for the arrival of ſome troope, that 
Prince Alexander might put himſelf at their head to 
march by the way of Erivan, towards Georgia. 
At this critical time two Embaſſadors from Prince 
Heraclius, followed by a great retinue, with preſents 
of immenſe value, arrived at the court of the pro- 
tector. Kerim Khan thought it beſt to hear them z 
and finding their propoſals well backed with preſents, 


made no ſcruple of abandoning the unfortunate Alex. 


ander, to form an alliance with Hera: lius. The lat- 
ter demanded, among other things, that the protector 
ſhould deliver him up his competitor, or, at leaſt, 
impriſon him for the reſt of his days.—He agreed to 
the latter, The palace wich he inhabited was now 
become his priſoa. At the commencement of his 


_ confinement, he was tolerably well treated; but by 


degrees they deprived him of every convenience.— 
Heraclius had engaged to remit him a certain ſam of 
money, but afterwards refuſed it. His mother, who 


was long at Tefis, conſtantly ſent hin ſomething; 


but at her death, he was totally deſtitute, and reduced 


to the lov72it ebb of miſery; and it was in this priſon, 
C4 5 and 
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adi in this ſituation, in which I ſaw, knew, and ſuc- 
coured him, in 1771. | 

While theſe matters were paſſing in Perſia, prince 
Heraclius became more and more the ally and friend 
of Ruſſia, —The war between this court and the 
Porte was over, and in the courſe cf it, the Ruſſian 
General had a thouſand opportunities of . * 
great qualities of Prince Heraclius. 

l be cabinet of Peterſburgh, which had its views 
upon the Crimea, and has other views till greater, 

feeling the advantages ithad received in its emergencies 
from Heraclius, united itſelf ſtill ſtronger with him. 
It was ſor this purpoſe that his Embaſſador was re- 
ceived at Peterſburgh with extraordinary pomp, and 
that the Empreſs ſent her's to Georgia, as a conſtant 
reſident; and it was for the ſame purpoſe that ſhe 
ſent many perſons there to inſtruct the Georgians in 
the arts and ſciences, in politics, and in military tactics, 
i —The paſlage of the . Caucaſe, which ſome years 
| phiaſt was unknown, is become, like the road from 
| Portſmouth to London! Teff is has at this day 2,000 

Ruſſians within her walls, and at leaſt 10, ooo in all | 
Georgia; beſides a great number of foreigners who | 
„ | came in with them. 

When ihe Ruſſians began their intrigues on the 
| Crimea, and were perſuading Sahib Gueria to cede 
i | it, the "7 knew it was impotible to be brought about, 

3 | „ Z | i without 
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without engaging in a freſh war with the Porte. 
Theſe latter were not ignorant of the views of the 
Ruſſians, and foreſzzing that prince Heraclius being 
leagued with them, would greatly contaibute to the 
accompliſhment of their deſigns, thought the moſt 
political ſtep they could take, would be to dethrone 
Heraclius, and put prince Alexander in his place. 

In conſequence of this reſolution, the Porte ſent 


an Embaſſador ſecretly to Kerim Khan, to perſuade 
him to releaſe the unfortunate prince. Kerim Khan, 
convinced more by the value of the preſents of the 


Porte, than the force of their argument, delivered up 
his priſoner, who according to inſtructions from 
Conſtantinople, proceeded as far as Kars, where five 
Baſhavvs, with their united forces, were waiting to en- 
ter Georgia with him. | : 

The troops were already united, Oy end 
near Van. Prince Alexander was almoſt certain of 
victory, he appeared gay and happy ; but behold a 


phenomenon ſcarcely credible | In the morning of the 


fixth day's march prince Alexander was not to be | 


found; he had eſcaped in the courſe of the preced- 
3 ing night, and no one knew where he had flown to, 
or the cauſe of his flight. I have mentioned my 
| having ſzen the Prince in priſon at Shiraz, that I re- 
lieved him, and that he vowed eternal friendſhip to 


me; but after I quitted Perſia I faw him no more. In 


+ 
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1786 I was at Venice: I received a letter from prince 
Alexander, dated the day before, and from Venice, 
wherein he inſormed me, that he had ſeen me the pre- 
ceding evening at the theatre; gave me melancholy ac- 
counts of his fortunes, and requeſted me not to mention 
his name to any one there, nor to endeavour, to have 
an interview with him — I became motionleſs with aſ- 
toniſhment, on reading his letter; I reſpected his mis- 
fortunes, and did not attempt to enquire him out.— 
This i is the end of all that relates to the unhappy Prince 
Alexander, to this day. 

From what has been faid, the reader has no doubt 
formed an idea of Georgia, at leaſt in a political 
point of view. It now remains to give him a local 
idea, I mean with reſpe& to an exact geographical 
deſcription ; the production of the country, the in- 
habitants, their reli ion, their manners, their charact- 
er, and every thing which may be neceſſary to give the 
reader a thorough inſight into the Georgians, prepa- 
ratory to their becoming lords. and rulers of other 
countries. And this is what I allude to at the begin- 
ning of this work, when I predict © what occurrences 
« will probably happen, from a compariſon with thoſe 
« which are paſt.” | 

The reader, will J hope, follow me with patience, 
with attention, and with reflection, into every detail 
into which I may be obliged to enter, to render my | 
pre<i: <tions more clear, and more credible. 


E Georgia 
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Georgia is a province of Aſia, which makes part of 
Perſia, and part of A'atic Turky, in the environs 
of Caucaſe, between the Elack and Caſpian Seas. It 
has but few towns. Tefflis is the capital, and in 
which the king commonly reſides. Tt is ſituated in 
the province of Carduel, and contains about 40,000 
fouls, Armenians, Greelzs, Roman Catholicks, and 
Mahomedans. It ſtands on the right border of the 
river Kur, which riſes in Caucaſe, and empties itſelf 
into the Caſpian Sea. The fortreſs which defends ity 
is on the edge of a mountain, at the foot of which 
the town is built; it is in 43° north pi and by 
50˙ of eaſt longitude. 8 
MMingrelie and lanherette, two other provinces of 
Georgia, and which have cach a prince of their own 
are ſo covered with woods, that ſcarcely any part of 
them can be cultivated; and the rains are almoſt per- 
petual, ſo as to render them very unhealthy. » particular- 
If in ſummer. Phe roft of Georgia is very fertile; 
bread, wine, cattie, pomgranatee, and all the fruits 
and vegetable, which are either neceſſary ot agree - 
able, are in great abundance. The paſtures are ex- 


cellent, and feed an aſtoniſhing quantity of horſes, 


In many parts the earth echoes under the feet, as if it 
were hollow ; which has made many think that there 
is a ſubterraneous communication between the Black 


Sea and the Caſpian Sea. | 
The 


2 4 : . A 4 . 
4 wa,+ Ht —— born 1, rae; — —— . — ö— AN PPP ““: * EE — . — . — 2 road W 
" » =» : i 


16 _ CONSIDERATIONS ON HERACLIUS; © 


The Georgians, i in general, have a great ſhare of 


wit; they are civil, tractable and honeſt ;—qualities 
which none can refuſe them ; at the ſame time it can- 
not be denied, that they are not only very ignorant, 
but (what diſtinguiſhes them from all other nations) 
they are proud of their iz gnorance. They are paſſion- 
ately fond of wine; and, from its abundance and 
cheapneſs; are almoſt always in a ſtate of inebriety; 
and to this may be attributed their brutal ſenſuality. 
For the beauties of Georgia merit the incenſe of the 


moſt tender heart, and to be loved with all the ſenſi- 


bility of it; but they alſo want a little diſcretion, as to 


1 and public decorum. 


The Catholicks have their churches, their For 


lip, their ſuperſtitians, 2 and their Biſhops ;—and the 


Greeks have their Patriarch. The other ſects are a 


medly of Oriental tribes: —many of theſe have no idea 
of a God ;—the whole of their worſhip conſiſts in 


lifting their hands ſeveral times a day towards the ſun, 
and their morality, in not marrying their mothers ; 
for they marry their fifters and their daughters ! All 
that a huſband does when he ſurprizes his wife in 
adultery, is to force the lover to give him a hog, on 


which the three dine together. Nor is it to be won- 


dered at, that theſe ſectaries have united among them 


every ſpecies. of vice. — Their daily occupation is 


hunting; and although the ſpot on which they dwell, 
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if cultivated, would yield them not only the neceſſa- 


ries, but the luxuries of life; they are contented to 


be poſſeſſed of a horſe, a dog, and a falcon. 
Ihe commerce of Georgia has hitherto conſiſted 
of nothing but ſlaves; but it can be extended to ſe- 


veral articles: I have already mentioned the cattle 


and vegetables; the former are in ſuch abundance, as 
to be ſufficient for ſupplying two kingdoms.— Beſides 
theſe, they have honey, gums, furs, ſalt, and an in- 
finity of roots for dyeing and for medicine; a good 
ſpecies of rhubarb ; lead and iron in great plenty; 
the river Kur is navigable to the Black Sea; in ſe- 
venteen places the mercury drops of its own accord; 
from which we have great reaſon to imagine, that 
many of her mountains contain gold and filver mines; 
and what adds to this probability is, that in the Turk- 
iſh dominions, which border on Georgia, there are 


ſeveral. —What advantages does ſhe not offer to com- 


merce? Over this country, and ſuch inhabitants as 1 
have deſcribed, reigns Prince Heraclius. | It would 
appear indelicate, to - paſs him over in filence after 
deſcribing his country ſo particularly. 1 

Born with a diſpoſition for great undertakings; the 
moſt eager vivacity, reſtrained by prudence : en- 
dowed with a deep penetration, particularly into ſuch 
things as it is neceſſary for a ſovereign to know. An 
undounded deſire to be acquainted with every thing. 
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A robuſt conſtitution, and excellent health, This 
prince, even in his youth, foreſeeing nothing in Geor- 
gia that could faſhion his growing talents, or prove his 
ſpirit and courage; and that his father, ſo far from 
being able or willing to form him, preferred ſpending 
his days in inaction and effeminacy, determined to tra- 
vel through Europe. Having made the tour of a greater 
part of it, and examined the modes which different 

nations have adopted for their ſyſtems of government, 
made, what is termed politics, his particular ſtudy : 
learned the reſources which the nations of Europe 
have to render themſelves reſpectable and reſpected. 
He devoted his time entirely to the ſtudy of military 
tactics. Not content with the theory, he determined 
on a thorough knowledge of the practice; and being 
perſuaded in his own mind that the Pruſſian troops 
were the beſt diſciplined, he went to Berlin, incognito, 
and entered as a private ſoldier. His behaviour, as 
well in garriſon, as in the campaign he made under 
the king of Pruſſia, when he was at war with Maria 
Thereſa, was ſo exemplary, that his majeſty raiſed him 
to the rank of captain of infantry. It was on this oc- 
caſion, that the Georgian prince diſcovered himſelf to 
the king, who loaded him with marks of eſteem and 
friendſhip. A ſhort time after this, he determined 
to return to his own country, having already planned 
a total reform in it—and waiting only a Wen 


opportunity to put it in execution. 
1 1 
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I have already remarked that he was in G 
when his father died, and that he mounted the throne, 
during the abſence of prince Alexander. The reader 
cannot but have formed an advantageous idea of prince 
Heraclius; 
uſurper of the ſovereignty of his country, became 

her ſupport, her ſtrength, her glory, and ſolidity. This 
enlightened/ prince, foreſeeing that without the alli- 
ance of Rſſia, he could not even hope for the 
ſplendour of hid throne, formed an alliance, offenſive 
and defenſive with her, which not only guaranteed 
Georgia from its enemies, but moreover placed him 
in ſuch a ſituation as to render almoſt infallible the ex- 
tenſion of his limits, and the foundation of a new 
monarchy, which will be formidable to Turky and 
Perſia : and on whoſe ruins he will rife. He intro- 
duced into his kingdom a great number of laborious 
foreigners, Arts and ſciences begin to floriſh: 
learned men are careſſed, encouraged, and rewarded : 
agriculture favoured : commerce ennobled : and all 
ſorts of induſtry well paid. He ſends, at his own 
expence, the youth of his country to foreign courts 
and univerſities "to travel, to inſtruct, and to form 
themſelves. - To place a diſtinction between the diffe- 
rent ranks of citizens, and to raiſe emulation, he has 
created an order of birth, a ſecond of merit, and a 


third for * and military ſtill, As an effectual 
. mode 


ho, after being looked upon as the 
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mode of driving ſuperſtition from his territories, he 
tolerates all religions: and to purge his ſubjects of 
their old prejudices, he makes them adopt ſuch cuſ- 
toms and ideas as wiſdom and common ſenſe ſuggeſts, 
for the benefit of mankind in general, and for the 


honour and glory of his country in particular, 


His troops are formed by the moſt rigid diſcipline. 
He has retrenched every ſuperfluity about his court 


or his perſon; at the ſame time, without depriving it 
of its neceſſary ſplendour and dignity. Inexorable 


againſt delinquents : affable and gracious with the 
good: terrible to bad men; he is the ſcourge of flat- 
terers, and the rewarder of virtue. 

Is not the portrait of this prince almoſt the coun- 
ter-part of the great Peter, the glorious founder of 
of Peterſburgh? and who, from ſuch a ſimilarity, 
can entertain a doubt that he will not render his king- 
dom one of the moſt flouriſhing, 28 8 and hap- 
py on the globe. 

Tefflis, his capital, which but a * period ling 
was a ſmall town, may now figure in the ſecond 
rank of European cities. Her ſquares, her ſtatues, 
towers, domes, gardens, and public walks, are all the 
work of Heraclius. He pulled down the ancient li- 
mits of the city, and in extending them, rendered 
them more ſecure and better defended; for in her for- 
mer ſituation, ſhe was not well protected by the for- 

treſs 
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treſs ; reinforced her, with walls, ramparts, baſtions, 
counterſcarps, and paliſadoes, loaded with artillery.— 
She caſts a proud and ſcornful look on the Ottoman, 
who before came almoſt unarmed to inſult the poor 
Georgians, and carry off their children. 

I have not exaggerated in the praiſes I have juſt 
beſtowed on this prince and thoſe who ſay his bad 
qualities over-balance his good ones, muſt have inte- 
reſted motiveg®r ſaying ſo, and, perhaps, they have 
no reaſon to be ſatisfied with him; for, as I have juſt 
faid, he is terrible to the bad, and it is poſſible may 
mix a little too much ſeverity with his juſtice ; hut 
what of that? If he has been ſevere, if he has pu- 
niſhed ſome of thoſe who were in his ſervice, we 
muſt reflect it was with 7z/:ce he puniſhed them. 
He does not deſerve for that to be called traitorous, 
ungrateful, cruel, and other epithets with which he is 
treated. | | 

The firſt aft of vigour which Heraclius performed 
out of his dominions, was haughtily to refuſe the 
Porte the infamous tribute which Georgia had hitherto 
annually paid it, of 600 male and female children; 
declaring at the ſame time, to the Divan of Conſtan- 
tinople, that he was the abſolute king of Georgia, 
and totally independant of the Porte, or any other 
power whatever. The firm and reſolute tone with 
which he declared his ſentiments to the Porte, made 

a ter- 
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a terrible impreſſion on the Turks; they wiſhed to 
reply as haughtily, but they felt that their turn was 
paſt, never to return, and, therefore, acknowledged 

his independance. 
When Prince Heraclius's Embaſſador 1 at 
Conſtantinople, he was received there in the ſame 
manner as the Embaſſadors of the Chriſtian powers of 
Europe, and had his audience on the fame day with 
the Perſian and Venetian Embaſſadors I was prefent 
t the ceremony; —and when the Georgian returned, 
he was eſcorted by the officers of the Porte, and in 
lis veſſels conveyed as far as Trabiſond.— The pre- 
ſents vith which the Embaſſador returned loaded to 
his prince, betrayed the dread they entertained of 
him ;—and theſe very preſents, which conſiſted chiefly 
of jewels and great quantities of plate, being imme- 
diately reduced to cafh, ſerved Prince Hereclius to 
make advances for exploring the mines in his domi- 
nione. 
After this coup d' ei, which he tried with the | 
Porte, he tried another with Perſta..-Having found 
in the archives, that the ancient kings of Georgia, 
had been poſſeſſed of a rich palace in the environs of 
rivan, which had been plundered and burned to 
aſhes by Thomas Kouli Khan Prince Heraclius 
exacted the re- inburſement of its value, together with 
Intereit;—he even _ the price himfelf and regu- 
hated 
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lated the intereſt ;—nor was he a litile partial to him- 
ſelf in the valuation. 5 
The Than of Erivan aſtoniſhed at this demand, 
and thie bold menace with which it was accompanied, 
and alarmed at the enormous fum which he exatted 
from him, and not thinking himſelf bound to repair 
the fault of his anceſtors; yet knowing, on the other 
hand, that Prince Heraclius was a man of his word, 


and would probably repay himſelf by ſeizing: on his 


property, which was fituated almoſt at the gates of 
Erivan, reſolved, with the advice of his council, to 
have recourſe to Kerim Khan, as protector of the 
kingdom, and to the other hans; but none of theſe 
petty tyrants dared even liſten to his complaints, or 


his arguments, for fear they ſhould draw Prince He- 


raclius into the heart ? Periia, who would certainly 
have taken that opportunity to ravage it.— The Khan 
of Erivan was, therefore, obliged to pay a very con- 
ſiderable ſum to the Georgian prince; which was 
immediately diſburſed in founding a college, where 
all the arts and ſciences are taught gratis to the youth 
who wiſh to ſtudy them; and a kind of convent, 
where 45 native girls are alſo educated gratis, till the 
age of 18, —In a few years theſe ladies will be almoſt 


_ ſupernatural beings, when they ſhall have joined a 


good education to their enchanting beauty, and the 


delicacy and regularity of their features; and to their 
| | weit 
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wit and vivacity, ſentiments of virtue and decorum ; 
and that reſerve, acquired by retirement, together 
with that innocent exterior, which always turns the 
heads of the beholders, though often duped by it. 
Well may the ladies of Georgia create jealouſy in 
thoſe of Europe, who, naturally not fo handſome, or 
ſo well made, have for their ſhare, only their diſguiſe, 


their enticements, their ſpontaneous vivacity, their 


childiſhneſs, and their inconceivable addreſs for diſſi- 
mulation |! 

I would not for all the world write another line, 
without well explaining myſe!f on this ſubject, and 
immediately making a proteſtation of my faith God 
defend me ] and all other Honeſt men from ſaying open- 
ly and without exception, that the ladies of Europe, 
when they are well educated a poliſhed, are inferior 
to thoſe of Georgia.—T would rather be the butt of 
all the terreſtial and celeſtial powers, than of the fair 
ſex! Where could I hide myſelf? I therefore ſay, 
and proteſt to ſpeak as I think, that the fair in Geor- 
gia are, without doubt, handſome ;z their lead 
their features, their complexions, their proportions, 
are every thing we could wiſh: I repeat, if we only 
look for theſe in the ſex, the Georgians may pretend 
to a competition with the Europeans ;—but that is all. 
—[t1s in vain, and will be ſo for ſome time, to ex- 
pect from * the graces, the ſentiment, the ſenſi- 

bs 
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| bility, the cultivated genius, and thoſe numherlels 
little je ne far guois which cannot be defined, and 
which compoſe the charms of the European ladies.— 
It would alſo be in vain for a long ſeries to exact from 
them, the care of a family and ſentiments of honour 
Alas | we might reſt contented for ſome years, if, in 
the courſe of them, they could be taught to know, 
and to prize modeſty ! Let us now ſpeak the truth can- 
didly among ourſelves, and without the ladies over- 
hearing us, or ever being informed of what we are 
ſaying, —muſt we not allow, that if the exterior beau- 
ties of our ladies, was unaccompanied by their graces, 
their ſentiment, and their courteous carriage, it would 
make but a very tranſitory impreſſion on us! Can lan- 
guage expreſs with all that energy which we feel, 
the delight that thrills through our veins, in behold- 
ing a beautiful and polite woman, although we at the 
His time may know, that ſhe puts all her arts in 
practice to pleaſe us ! 

J have the honour to be 3 "i ſome in 
this city, who to their perſonal beauty and their 
graces, join agreeablenefs and wit; — a carriage at 
once ſericus, ſoft and complaiſant a modeſt: affa- 
bility, jo nel to the ſtricteſt virtue: they rather ſeem 
goddeſſes than women; and their ſociety give that 
true pleaſure, which is not to be found in the cold 
and inſenſible beauties of Georgia! But theſe god- 

E deſſes, 
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defies, to our misfortune, are not always viſible ;— 
and knowing their own value, will not aſſociate ſuf- 
ficiently with us, fearing, no doubt, that we ſhould 
not be able to ſupport their centinued glare.—Is it 
then to preſerve us, that they deprive us the pleaſure - 
of their company? Alas! that may well be, and 
therefore I think this a proper place to introduce ſome 
French verſes, compoſed by a poet and a prince, 

ſtruck with the lame idea as myſelf, 


Faut il etre tant volage 
Ai-je dit ati doux plaifir ? 
Tu nous fuis, las quel domage! 


Des qu'on & pu te ſailir, 


Ce plaifir tant regretable 
Me repond rend graces au Dieux, 
S'ils m'auroient fait plus durable 
Ils m'auroient garde pour eux! 


To return to prince Heraclius.—-So much tile 
having elapſed without his going to war either with 
the Turks or Perſians, may lead many to imagine 
he has no intention to increaſe his dominions :—ſuch 
Intereſting circumſtances have taken place, during 
this interval, as have rendered it impoſſible for him 
*9 execute the projects which have been brooding in 
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his heart ſome years. The views of Prince Hera- _ 
clius, on Turky, are not very extenſive, —If he can 
get poſſeſſion of the country which lies between 
Georgia and Erzeroun, he will not trouble (at leaft 
for ſome years) the poſſeſſors of the remainder of that 
part of the empire of the ancient Armenian kings; 
but before he can get poſſeſſion of that little, he muſt 
put it out of the Porte's power to prevent him. He 
cannot flatter himſelf that Georgia can execute the 
project of her own agrandizement, until the Ger- 
mans and Ruſſians ſhall have well reduced the Otto- 
man power, 2 255 
I am not ſo bold as to advance every propoſition 
as a certainty :—nevertheleſs, if the Ruſſians continue 
to go on as they have done againſt the Turks, for 
two or three campaigns more, we ſhall hear no more 
of the Porte in Europe.—It is true, in the laſt war 
the Turks loſt but little territory ; but they emptied 
their cheſts, and their treaſures vaniſhed into Germa- 
ny and Ruſſia, The Ruſſians have ſince ſeized on 
the Crimea, which is well known to be the key of 
Conſtantinople; and who is there that does not alſo 
know, that ſince the taking of the Crimea the Ruſ- 
ſians can, and will ſupport Prince Heraclius in all his 
political views ?—The loſſes which the Turks have 
juſt ſuſtained, are of terrible conſequence to them. 


. They might have hoped, at leaſt in ſecret, to have 


E 2 ; retaken 
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retaken the Crimea; but the loſs of Oczakow, has 
now extinguiſhed every ray.— The Turks being no 
longer maſters of the mouth of the Nieſter, cannot 
prevent the incurſions of the Coſſacks; and matters 
being in this ſtate, it is no longer m the power of 
the ÞFcerte to retake the Crimes, —it is too well 
guarded by Oczakow and Kinburn :— and theſe 
fortreſſes, which are the bulwarks of Crimes, 
are defended by Bender and Kotzim; nor can I ever 
believe that Ruſſia will deliver up Oczakow, as ſhe 


did in 1644 finally, the Turks have not, at this 


hour, one inch of ground in all Beſſarabia; Molda- 
via and Vallachia are taken ;—the Nieſter is open to 
the Emperor, who can tranſport down that river, 
troops from Galicia, Buckawine, and Moldavia.— 
The Ruſſians, in their turn, can do the ſame; and 
when the troops are once at the mouth of the river, 
they can go on without the leaſt dread from Akerman 
to Bulgaria, and proceed on that ſide to Pera. 

As I have never ſeen a general and particular def 
eription of this famous river, I dare ſay I ſhall Ano 
ſuch of my readers who are deſirous of being ac- 
quainted with it, by giving them a very accurate one. 
I examined the courſe of this river in 17 * and 
made particular obſervations on the entrance. 

The Nieſter takes its riſe in Buckawine, a diſmem- 
bered province ol Poland, in the palatinate of Ruſſia, 

Ew 


paſſes by Chatrin and Bender, and diſcharges itſelf 


into the Black Sea, about three leagues below Aker- 


man, a fortreſs fituated -on the right border, and has 


a bar of ſand acroſs the mouth, with only two outlets 


for the water; the one N. E. the other 8. W. about 
half a league diſtant from each other. The N. E. 
entrance is called by the Turks the paſs of Oczakow, 
and is not above eighty fathoms wide. The depth 
in the middle varies from 6 to 10 feet, The ſouth- 
welt entrance is called the paſs of Conftantinople 


and is about twice as broad as the other, and like | 


it, is open to the E. 8. E. In the middle there are 
twenty, twenty-four, and thirty feet water; but in 
the River the lead gives but ſeven or eight feet, —The 
bottom is of an equal depth from one paſs to the other, 
ſo that none but very ſmall veſſels can enter. The 


anchoring ground within the bar, is very ill protected; 


and in winter I do not think it practicable to enter. 


That without, at about a mile from ſhore, is ſtill 


worſe : there are four or five fathoms water; with a 
bottom of very fine ſand. About a hundred fathoms 
up this laſt entrance, there is a fountain of excellent 
water, at which the veſſels uſually water. 

The ſmall road of Kodgia bay, is ſituated about 
thirteen leagues to the N. E. of the entrance of the 
Nieſter, and about ten leagues to the W. S. W. of the 
Nieper; it is about two thouſand athoms broad; 


but 
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but the ſhore forms no great curve, is expoſed to the 
N. and S. E. winds ; and when they are freſh, a great 
ſea-rolls in. The bottom is of a ſtiff mud, from 
ſeven to nine fathoms in the middle, from which 1 
judge that ſhips cannot anchor there at all ſeaſons. 
There is a light-houſe; but it is never lighted ; were 
they to do fo, it would be of great ſervice, as thoſe 
paſſages are very dangerous. The coaſt from Cri- 
mea to Kara-Kirman, on this ſide of the Danube being 
low, and the ſhore very bold. 

This road ſerves as a retreat for ſuch ſhips, bound 
to the Nieſter, or the Nieper, when either the ice, or 
bad weather, prevent their laying before the entran- 
ces. | = 8 5 
The Nieſter unites with the lake Ovidow ; and is 
about two leagues wide at the entrance; and has no 
other out lets than the two paſſes already mentioned. 
On the ſand banks, beyond the paſs of Octakow, there 
is a fiſhery ; and to the eaſtward of this paſs, towards 
Kodgia bay, and a little further on the left border 
the river, there are two or three houſes, which appa- 
_ rently, are alſo fiſhermen's: and in land, oppoſite the 
houſes, and not very ſar off _— is a ſmall Tae 
 þ village. 1 | 
Ihe Ruflians, once maſters af this river, or of a 
greater part of it, and of the mouth; maſters alſo of 
the inen, of Kerſon, of a and of Ocza- 
kow, 


| 


THE REIGNING PRINCE OF GEORGIA. 31 


kow, cannot have to fear, even the poſſubrlity of a 
Turkiſh fleet attempting to diſplace them, nothing 
can pfevent their following up their victorious way 
to Pera, and this they can do with more facility, than 
another army could arrive there by a different route, 
without laying any ſtreſs on what the Imperial army 
of Vienna could do in Scure, in Boſnie, and in other 
parts of European Turky. „„ 

It may, perhaps, be remarked, that the other 
Chriſtian powers of Europe would undoubtedly pre- 
vent the project of driving the Turks out of Europe, 
from being put in execution. To ſuch .a remark, I 


know not what anſwer to make, ſince it depends on 
the ſecrets of cabinets, which no one is permitted to 4 
penetrate. —Beſides, were I to reply to this objec- 
tion, it would lead me too far from Georgia, and 


what Prince Heraclius is doing, in expectation of that 
event taking place, which he wiſhes. 5 

Prince Heraclius conſtantly employed in dip 
ing his troops, who, joined with the Ruffians and a 
conſiderable number of foreigners in his ſervice, 
might amount to 6 5,000 men, was on the point of 
acting hoſtilly againſt the Turks, aided by Hadje Alli, 


Baſhaw of Trabiſond, when an unforeſeen event ob- 


liged him to employ his forces againſt the Prophet 
Manſur, who at the head of 27,000 men, came to 
attack Georgia. The Prince was beaten three times, 
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and his troops diſperſed ;—this was neceſſary, that he 
might the more perfectly reſemble the Czar, Peter I. 
it became therefore requilite, that he ſhould be beaten, 
to learn him how to beat them in his turn, The 
| Swedes, by dint of beating the Czar, taught him how 
to beat them; and the Prophet by vanquiſhing He- 
raclius, taught him how to vanquiſh the Prophet, 
which he effectually did, took him priſoner, and ſent 
him into Ruſſia.— The Georgians now know their 
own ſtrength, and are therefore better troops than 
they were before the defeat of the Prophet, in 1788. 

The public prints have made much mention of 
this Prophet ; but very few know, with precifion, 
the hiſtory of this extraordinary man.—In 1787, 
when at Rome, I ſaw a manuſcript which explained 
every thing reſpecting him ;—this manuſcript was a 
copy of his journal, written by himſelf; and which 
a Greek, his ſecretary, ſtole from him, aud eſcaped 
with it to Conſtantinople. It was intended for the 
| preſs; but the court of Rome employed all her hay 
and prevented the publication, 

As the hiſtory of the Prophet Manſur is that of A 
great and ſingular man, the reader will, perhaps, be 
pleaſed if I bring them better acquainted ; the more 
ſo, as by ſo doing, the reaſons of Rome in ſuppreſſing 
the printing and publication of his journal will more 


fully appear. 
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The Prophet Manſur is an Italian Monk; —and 
we find, in his journal, that his father was Peteſti, : 


which, in general, ſignifies a dignity joined to au- 
thority. In his youth he received an education ſuite 
able to his rank and condition; he was endowed with 
a deep and penetrating genius; all his actions exhi- 
bited him as a man of an enlarged mind, and one who 


looked forward to great actions: and every one ex- 


pected he would turn out an extraordinary character, 
An his perſon, handſome and well made, with a 
mild, but noble figure, — an inſinuating air, a firm 
and majeſtic carriage; ; he was univerſally reſpected 


and admired. Who would believe, that at the age 


of twenty this hero, in embrio, committed the great- 
eſt folly that man can commit? But, ſo he did; at 
twenty years of age, he became a Monk, at Rome 1— 


The reaſon which he aſſigns for this ſtep, was the 


hatred his father had conceived for him, on ſome pri- 
vate family account; and whoſe brutal behaviour 
rendered his life odious and inſupportable to him; in 
this extremity, knowing no other means of delivering 
himſelf from him, he fled from the houſe in a fit of 
deſpair, and became a Monk; He even carried his 
weakneſs ſo far, as to take thoſe vows by which they 
are for ever attached to the cloiſter. After this im- 
prudence, it became impoſſible for him to get out.— 
It was not long before he felt his error, but it was no 
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longer in his power to 2 5 but by diffimuta- 


tion or open force. 


He had ſcarcely repented of his raſhneſs, but he 


found, from continua! converſation with his brethren, 


that he was not the only one in the convent who was 


a victim to force, ambition, ſuperſtition, or ignominy; 
and that almoſt all of them pined in ſecret for that 
liberty which they had loft. 

All Monks are perfect maſters of diflimulation, and 
our young Friar ſtudied his brethren fo cloſely as to 
exceed them, and in the end got rid of them with ho- 


nour, without noife and even with the appearance of 
.as much pious zeal, as the moſt finiſhed Monk could 


diſplay. 
The following is the ſcheme he put in practice. 
As he was obliged in common with his brethern to 


perform the acts of his religion, he not only fulfilled his 


duty very exactly, but he always did more than he was 
required to do; and in all his actions ſhewed fo much 


order, fervour, and attachment to his calling, and fo 


well fulfilled the duties of it that he was reputed * 


Saint, and eſteemed as ſuch by the reſt of the cloiſter. 
His application to the ſtudy of theology was unparal- 
_ eled; and being naturally of a ſpeculative turn, he took 
delight in ſtudying the effence and attributes of God, 
on religion; and above all, on the different forms of 


worſhip in which the ſame God is adored, in this ob- 
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It is imagined that it was at this period he formed a very 
different idea on religion, to the one which he profeſl- 
ed. After a lapſe of ſome years employed as above, he 
requeſted of his ſuperiors to be ſent into Perſia to preach 
the Goſpel ; he was ſent, and remained for ſome time 

tolcrably quiet; but a certain affair which he had with 
the Neſtorien Patri arch, threw him off his guard, and 
he was in conſequence recalled to Rome to anſwer for 
his conduct.—Diſſatisfied with the haughtineſs of his 
ſuperiors, and with the deſpotick and cutting manner in 
which he was treated, he returned privately to Perſia. 
The letters from Rome againſt him, which declared 
him a fugitive, arrived in Perſia before him, in conſe- 
quence of which, none of the Chriſtians of his com- 
munion would receive him, or have the leaſt communi- 
cation with him. He was therefore obliged to retire, 
and went to Conſtantinople to ſolicit the protection of 
the French Embaſſador, who jointly with the Pope's 
Vicar, who reſides in that city, wrote to Rome in his 
favour, and requeſted an order from the Pope that he 
- might be ſecularized: The anſwer was a poſitive ne- 
gative, Rome never gives her nothings for nothing, 
unleſs it be her beings and ſometimes her indulgences ; 
pardons muſt be obtained from thence either by the in- 
terference of money or the mediation of kings; pardons 
which in number and value are immenſe in the trea- 
ſure of the church, were acquired by Jeſus Chrift, but 
negociated by the Pope. 
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Knowing that the French Embaſſador, from the an- 
fwer he had received from Rome, meditated ſending 
him on board ſhip, either with or againſt his will, he 
fled from Conſtantinople, and went by the way of the 
Black Sea to T rabiſond, where he remained during nine 
months with Alli Baſhaw, and with whom it is ima- 
"4 0 he formed projects of conſequence. 

- Quitting Trabiſond he went into Perſia on the 
Tauriſide, where he purchaſed a houſe and land in the 
envixons of nat city, and retiring thither, paſſed his 
time in the moſt ſilent manner, and admitted noone to 
approach him for ſeventy-wwo days. As he was very 
Clever in medicine, the cure he performed on a lady 
of conſequence, acquired him the reputationof a ſuper- 
natural being; every one wae eager to get this man, 
and he every where cured the ſick; performed opera- 
tions of alchimy and experimental philoſophy which 
convinced the lower orders that he was a prophet. Our 
Monk, very ſubmiſſively, let the noiſe of the new pro- 
phet get abroad, and when he faw every thing was ripe | 
tor his ſchemes, profited by the lucky moment, ahd | 
declared himſelf ſent by God; for the reform of the 
Alkoran. 

As the Perſians are the ſworn enemies of the 
Otromans, whom they look upon as Hereticks, 
they were eafily perſuaded by the new Prophet 
that they muſt take up arms, enter the Ottoman 
| g Empir, e 
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Empire, and force the inhabitants to embrace the 
articles which he propoſed, or obey his com- 
mands, in exterminating the unbelievers, This 
conduct does him no honour; for it is almoſt as 
_ unreaſonable, barbarous, cruel aud abominable, as 
that of the former pious CHRISTIAN Princes, in 
exterminating the Albigeois, the Huguenots, the 
Valdois, and many other honeſt people. — 
He left Perſia with a ſmall train; but as he 
advanced into the Turkiſh dominions, his troops 
augmented; and, having in his youth ſerved in 
the army of Maria Thereſa, he had learned ſuf- 
ficient to know how to diſcipline them : he was 
continually exerciſing his army; and he rendered 
himſelf ſo terrible to his ſoldiers, that none of 
them could look him full in the face. Juſt, 
ſevere, and inexorable, he was at the ſame time 
ſoft, clement, and affable ; generous in the ex- 
treme, yet a rigid ceconomilt, During his march 
he ſummoned all the Agas, Beys, and Baſhaws, 
ranſomed them, and granted them his protection. 
He did not then wiſh for territory; all he wanted 
was to amaſs a treaſure from the Turkiſh domi- 
nions, augment his army there, diſcipline it, and, 
by rendering it terrible, create for himſelf a for- 
midable name, and enter Perſia; (which, from the 
time of Thomas-Kouli-Khan, has been in a ſtate 
of anarchy;) ravage it, and perhaps feign over it. 
| He 
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| He was not far diſtant from Tefflis, when he 
ſent to cite Prince Heraclius to appear before 
him, and in the mean time to ſend him a certain 
| ſum, which he demanded. The Prince anſwered | 
the citation in a different manner to what the 
Prophet expected; he met him with his whole 
army z an engagement took place, and the Pro- 
phet vanquiſhed Heraclius, A ſecond battle, ſtill 
ſeverer, was fought, and the Prince was beaten a 
ſecond time. The third engagement terminated 
as unfortunately for Heraclius as che two former, 
and did great honour to the military talents of the 
Prophet. The /ang-fro:4 with which be com- 
manded, and his indifference to the perils to 
which he expoſed himſelf, were admirable. In 
this laſt the Prophet diſpatched a courier to the 
Baſhaw of Trabiſond, with a letter, which he 
wrote on his knee, whilſt on horſeback, giving 
his orders, and the bullets whiſtling round his 
ears, without deranging him in the leaſt ; whic 
circumſtance made people believe that there 2 
a good underſtanding between them, and that if 
affairs had remained for ſome time longer on the 
ſame footing, the Baſhaw would certainly have 
joined him with all his forces. 
It was on occaſion of this laſt battle that the 
Prophet took the name of Manſur, which figni- 
"Ty L = 
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fies Conqueror ; but he did not long retain that 
flattering title: Prince Heraelius, inſtructed by 
his loſſes, and reinforced by a body of Rufhan 
troops, attacked the Prophet, routed his army, 
took him priſoner, and ſent him to Peterſburgh, 
not as a captive, but as one worthy to be ſern a at 
that court. 

He was bete to the Empreſs; who gave 
bim to underſtand that ſhe eſteemed his valour; 
and he would probably have made his way well 
there, had not the courtiers, who are long-Hgbted, 
repreſented him in ſuch a light, that he was diſ- 
miſſed, after being ſumptuoully entertained. 

No one can decidedly affirm what place he has 
retired toz but there are very ſtrong reaſons for 
believing, that, having added another ſyllable to 
his name of Manſur, he remains in the Ruſſian 
ſervice, with a ſuperior rank, great appointments, 
with lands and ſlaves: it has been poſitively ſaid, 
that he is married to a Princeſs in the province of 
Caſan, with no inconſiderable fortune. 
If, in the ſociety of an handſome Princeſs, with 
riches, rank, honours and diſtinctions, his ſpirit 
ſhould not be lulled, he may yet give the world 
reaſon to talk of him; for the city of Caſan ſtands 
on the river Caſanka, which is very near the 
Volga; and a certain Engineer, who is with him, 
and 
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and who has always followed him, wrote to one 
of his friends, that his maſter had propoſed to 
join the Caſanka to the Volga; ſhould this be 
verified, we might expect to ſee ſome curious 
things on the Caſpian Sea, as Caſan furniſhes 
every thing requiſite to create a formidable fleet. 

In relating this account of the prophet Manſur, 
I have certainly given an interruption to my hiſ- 
tory; but, independent of the pleaſure I thought 
it would give my readers, I found it neceſſary to 
give the true reaſon that Prince Heraclius did 
not yet go forth with his army, to put in execu- 
tion his projects with Ruſſia and the Emperor; 
for although the Prince ultimately vanquiſhed the 
Prophet, the latter had devaſted his country, 
killed many of his people, and carried off immenſe 
ſums of his money. Some time will therefore be 
requiſite to replace his loſſes. 

When I refle& on the Grecian Eimpire, on the 
cauſe of her decline, on the means which wer 
adopted to ſave her, and which only ſerved « 
make her fall the ſooner, I think I behold, in our 
time, the Ottoman Empire under the ſame cir- 
cumſtances, and in the ſame ſituation. 

The Weſtern Empire fell the firſt; and for 
theſe reaſons: When the Barbarians, thoſe nu- 
merous people of mo North, had paſſed the Da- 
| Ar 
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nube, they met, on their left, the Boſphorus, and 
the capital of the Eaſtern Empire, with all his 
forces; which obliged them to turn to their 
right, and puſh on towards the Weſt. The paſ- 
ſages to Aſia being the beſt guarded, they were 
all hurried away towards Europe. The Grecian 
Emperors, who had from neceſlity made alliances 
with the Barbarians, would not break it, to ſuc- 
cour thoſe of the Weſt, It is thus that Arcadius 
Honorius, and Zeno explain that the empire was 
divided; and in this diviſion the two empires 
being thus enchained, and harraſſed, as it were, 
by Genſeric, dared not affiſt each other. Rome 
was without defence; it could be eaſily famiſhed ; 
the circumference was too great to be readily 
guarded; and, as it was ſituated in the middle of 
a plain, it was very eaſy to force it; .there were no 
reſources in the courage of the people, who were 
vile and degenerate in the extreme. _ 

The Grecian Empire laſted longeſt, bn her 
ütuation; but the Grecian Emperors did that 
with the Barbarians, which the Ottomans have 
for ſome years done, and ſtill continue to do, 
The Germans and Ruſſians attack them on one 
ſide; the Martenegnines, and the Mayuotts on 
the other. In Albania a Baſhaw riſes up, and 
declares himſelf independant; Venice arms; Can- 
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dia, the Archipelago, and every place where there 
is a bold and enterpriſing Baſhaw, are on the eve 

of a revolt, Barbary does nothing but diaw from 
the Porte. Egypt has only the appearance of ac- 
knowledging the Grand Signor. The Drujes of 
Liban are always enemies to the Turks. The 
Baſhaw of Trabitond is with the Ruſſians, He- 
raclius is ready to become King of the Armenians, 
and of a great part of Perſia, Beſſarabia loſt. 
The Crimea in the hands of the Ruſhans ! —— 
Immenſe ſums were paid by the Porte to thoſe 
whom ſhe ſtiles Infidels and Barbarians, The 
latter with theſe ſums render themſelves ſtronger 
to attack her again. Troubles and diviſions con- 
found their adminiſtration z terror has ſeized on 
all the inhabitants of Conſtantinople z the cruelty 
of her miniſters drive whole families from the 
Turkiſh domimions ; and if the imbecility of Sul- 
tan Abdul-Hamed has not loſt them the throne, 
it will certainly be loſt by the vivacity, the impe- 


ftuoſity, the enthuſiaſm of his ſucceſſor, Sultan 


Selim. This opinion is confirmed in the ideas of 
all who inhabit Turky, by a prediction in ſome 
old books of the Chriſtians, the Joon, and the 

Turks themſelves, 
Affairs being in this n e it is almoſt im- 
poſſible for Prince Heraclius to do otherwiſe than 
render 


\ 


THE REIGNING PRINCE OF GEORGIA. 43 


render himſelf maſter of the two Armenias, and 
add to them that part of Perſia which may be 
molt advantageous to him. All the Khans of the 
Provinces, having rendered themſelves nearly de- 


ſpotic, form no alliances with each other, ſure, 


ſincere, and ſufficient, to reſiſt their enemies, 
Every one of them would be very willing to de- 
pend on Georgia, or on Ruſha; and this latter 
preſſing Perſia, on the fide of Ghilan; and the 
former, on the ſide of Chirvan, it is not probable 
_ that ſhe could reſiſt, 

I am not ignorant that the Ruſſians in 1769 N 
ed Eri van fruitleſsly, but the circumſtance of the pre- 
ſent day are widely different, The Armenian Chriſ- 
tians who are diſperſed throughout Perſia, would 
doubtleſs be very bappy to be ſubje& to a Chriſtian 
king, and to be delivered from a yokelatterly become 
inſupportablel—If the Armenians would anſwer ſincere- 
ly, they muſt confeſs, they are not well treated by 


the Perſian governor, notwithſtanding their pretended ' 


liberty; the liberty of the Armenians in Perſia, as well 
as in Turky, is the fame as that Keen 
the rich; of Which Juvenal ſays—— 2 


| Libertas pauperis hee < ; ; 
Pulſauas rogat, et pugnis conciſus adorat— 
Ut poſſit paucis cum dentibus inde reverti 
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Nor muſt it be objected that the Armenians, not 
being too good friends with the Greeks, might not like 
to become ſubjects to Prince Heraclius ; becauſe this 
antipathy exiſts only in Conſtantinople, and it muſt 
be admitted that the fault does not lay in the Armeni- 
ans; it is the jcalouſy of the Greeks, which has en- 
gendered this antipathy. They are naturally inſolent 
and proud, and not very rich. 'The Armenians, on the 
contrary, are active, humble, affable, and are almoſt all 
of them rich. But this animoſity is not obſervable out 
of the Jimits of Conſtantinople ; and it is well known 
that the Armenian Patriarch, who reſides at Ecz-maiſin, 
is on terms of friendſhip with Heraclius ; and theſe two 
united, can ſo manage it, as to bring the Armenians 
under the Georgian government, and that without the 
leaſt obſtacle or diſturbance ; merely by the Patriarch's 
directing the Biſhop, at the time of ſending them the 
 Miron*, to charge the Yartabits+ with his orders. 
There was a kind of beginning to this ſome years 
back in favour of Prince Heraclius; and the Leſguis 
and other people, were on the point of forcing him to 
do that immediately, which his affairs would not permit 
him to undertake till a future period; and the Armenian 
Patriarch not wiſhing to let either the Turks or Per- 
ſians have any hold of him, out of ſeaſon, on account 
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of the individuals in their nations, he impoſed ſilence 
on them for that time. | 8: 
The Armenians of Perſia are of a middling ſtature, 
robult and extremely neat; they have a lively fancy, 
and a found judgement ; are dexterous in the arts and 
ſciences, and full of invention; ſincere friends; vo- 
luptuous, and fond of good cheer. The picture 
. which have given in another book of the Armenians 
of Conſtantinople, is widely different from this, and 
they alſo differ one from the other. There are few 
Armenians in Turky, capable of a great action: 
They puſh their avarice to ſuch lengths, as to deprive 
themſelves of the neceſſaries of life, and ſecreting 
their treaſures, live as miſerable as beggars.— The 
Furkiſh government know very well, that the Ar- 
menian froff5 are very rich, notwithſtanding their 
contrary appearance, and therefore never fail to eaſe 
them of their riches; and they may think themſelves 
often very happy, that their heads do not accompany 
them; for they would certainly be forfeited, in caſe 
they had either hid their riches, or really had none.— 
If they are rich, their gains are attributed to them as 
crimes ; and if they are poor, that very poverty be- 
comes the ſame, becauſe they have not been uſeful to 
the treaſures of the Grand Signor! This method re- 
minds me of Caligula's, who was as good a ſophiſt as 
the Turks. — This Emperor, being equally the iſſue 
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of Antony and Auguſtus, puniſhed the conſuls when 
they celebrated the victory of Actium, and when they 
did not. ——Druffilla, to whom he had accorded divine 
honour, being dead, it became a crime to lament 
her, becauſe ſhe was a goddeſs; and it was as great 
2 one not to lament her, becauſe ſhe was his ſiſter, 
Prince Heraclius (the only one who can, from his 
ſituation and his alliances, render himſelf maſter of 
the Armenians and of ſome provinces of Perſia) will 
certainly not delay much longer to take the field, and 
in waich he will have little elſe to do, than place the 
laurel on his head. You want riches?” faid an 
Emperor, to his mutinous army, © Behold the coun- 
e try of the Perſians; let us go there, and ſeek 
“ them. Believe me, there remains nothing of all 
« the treaſures, which the Roman Republic poſſeſſed; 
her finances are exhauited; her cities deſolated; 
& her provinces ruined. An Emperor, who knows 
& no other riches than thoſe of the mind, is not 
« athamed to confeſs an honeſt poverty! ! 1” 
Prince Heraclius might fay to his Georgians : V 
have land, we have cities ; but we have no treaſures ; 
as you need them, let us ſeek them among the Per- 
ſians and Turks; they have plenty: Armenians, ye 
are rich; but tyrants ſeize on your treaſures ; come, 
and be one people with mine, and ye ſhall be happy: 
Ye Chriſtians, diſperſed in Turky, and in Perſia ; 
Fay 
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who paſs your days in ſlavery; come, and ſhelter 
yourſelves among us: you will find a country, bre- 
thren, friends, and a father, who, at the ſame time, 
will be your Prince, and under whoſe wing you will 
taſte of the ſweets of life; here you will find the 
protection of thoſe laws, which I have juſt inſtituted 
for the happineſs of my people! And, in fact, Prince 
Heraclius has juſt publiſhed a code, which. do him 
and his counſellor, Mollart Regneg, much honour. 
This counſellor is an Engliſhman, about thirty-three 
years of age, of an enlarged mind, and profound 
judgment, every ſentiment of whoſe foul . but to 
the benefit of humanity. | 
This gentleman arrived at Contain from 
Venice, in 1779, well recommended to Mr. Anſty, 
the Engliſh Embaſjador at the Porte. The latter 
eſteemed him much, and gave him public marks 
that he did ſo. He generally went by the name 
of le Baron Anglois; but he was originally from 
Hambrugh, a ſmall village of Hungary, He 
tranſacted much buſineſs at Conſtantinople, and 
left it, accompanied by a nobleman of high rank, 
whoſe name, for particular reaſons, I ſhall con- 
ceal, and arrived by land at Prince Heraclius's, 
The Nobleman died, and the Prince erected a 
ſuperb mauſoleum to his memory. Le Baron An- 
glois remained with the Prince, became his friend, 
5 his 
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his favourite, his counſellor, his every thing; he 
was ſent to Peterſburgh ; whence he returned, to 
reſide continually with Prince Heraclius: and it 
was through this miniſter that he formed the code 
of laws I have juſt mentioned, | 

It is not poſſible, ye powers of Europe, that 
you can have any intention that a Chriſtian 
Prince, who can give you no umbrage, who can- 
not help but be uſeful to your commerce, ſer- 
viceable in the advancement of ſcience, and in 
the diſcovery of the treaſures of nature, ſhould 
find obſtacles, on your part, to his perfecting the 
plan of a new kingdom, 1a that part of the globe, 
which is at preſent tyranized over, by Barbarians, 
by profeſſors of cruelty and ſuperſtition, by the 
declared proteQors of ignorance and fanaticiſm, 
and enemies to every ſpecies of knowledge! !! 


„ 
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Partition of the Ottoman Empire. 


Meriones autem in eum collimans, direxit haſtam fulgentem. 
Et pur cuſſit, ne que aberravit, clypeum undique æqualem. 


HIS Partition will not take place till after 
the ſettlement of the Ottoman court in 


Aſia. By the word Partition, I mean to be un- 


derſtood, that ſome of the Chriſtian powers will 
lay claim to ſo much of the Pope's dominions as 
may conveniently ſuit them; either by the law of 


right, or by the law of force; or even by that of 
the general or particular good of their ſubjects; 


and to which the Chriſtian princes ought particu- 


larly to aim. And by the words, the dominions of 


the Pope, we are to underſtand the beautiful, but 
unhappy provinces, over which the Pontiffs reign ; 
„„ and 


— 
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and it is theſe ſovereigns whom we ought to wiſh 
to ſee reduced to their former ſtate, which is their 
true one, and, indeed, the only one, which 
ought or can become them, | 

I ſhou!d be almoſt angry if any ſimpleton were 
to ſuſpect my orthodoxy; it ought not to ſuffer 
the leaſt attack : for I defy any one to reproach 
me juſtly, with the leaſt mark of incredulity, re- 
ſpecting thoſe infallible words of Chriſt our Sa- 
viour, where he ſays, © The gates of Hell ſhall 
© never prevail againſt the Church.” For I do 
not treat of the Partition of the Church, or of it's 
power, or of it's immenſe treaſures, acquired by 
the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, The Popes may ſleep 
very ſoundly on theſe Articles; for I firmly believe 
no Chriſtian power would wiſh to ſhare with 
them, what really belongs to themz and if the 

Biſhops of all the dioceſes in the world continue 
to behold in the perſon of the Pope, the only Vi- 
car of Jeſus Chriſt, and the only ſucceſſor of St. 
Peter, what have they more to deſire? We have 
every reaſon to belicve, from appearances, that 
we ſhall never have another Henry VIII. —ano- 
ther Defender of the Faith, ſo devout and religious, 
as to declare and render manifeſt js prey! - emi- 
nence, in whatever regards religion. 


* 
1 
8 
* 33 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE, or. 


So long as the Popes ſhall neither write or utter 
abſurdities, and as good ſhepherds, tend the 


| flock of their dioceſe z ſo long as they ſhall deſiſt 


from impoſing upon all the world, with their im- 
perious, odious, and, at the ſame time, uſcleſs 
and ridiculous tone; and not be aſhamed of fol- 


lowing the good examples of other Biſhops, their 
brethren, they may depend upon it, that no 
Chriſtian will refuſe them the reſpect that is due 


to them; and the only people they will have to 
diſpute with, will be the Muſſulmans, and the 


Dalay-Lama. For the Grand Mufti of Conſtan- 


tinople, as well as the ſovere'gn Pontiff of 


the Tartars, believe, or pretend to believe, that 
they are inſpired from above. The grand Lama, 


particularly, is looked upon by his adorers, who 


are not a few in number, not as the Vicar, but 


as God himſelf; and when he is ſeated on the 
altar, in the upper ſtory of the moſt beautiful pa- 
goda, in Poutala, he is not contented that they 


ſhould kiſs his ſlipper, but exacts the moſt humi- 


liating adorations from them, Nor is the Pontiff 
ignorant, that at Rome, there is another who lays 
claim to almoſt the ſame prerogativez and as he 1s 
perſuaded, that h is the only privileged poſſeſſor, 
he is ſo bold as to treat the Popes as impoſtors, 
and has conceived the moſt inveterate hatred. 
: H 2 againſt 
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againſt them; and which is the more terrible, as 
it is of long ſtanding, in the heart of the grand 
Lama! for this latter never dies, whereas Popes 
die like other men. The death of the grand La- 
ma, 1s not, properly ſpeaking, a true death, His 
ſoul does but go out of him, and regenerates in 
ſome other body. All that is neceſſary, is to find 
out, in what place it has pleaſed bim to renew his 
birth, and he is ſoon known, 

It will, therefore, be only againſt the Mufti, 
and the grand Lama, that the Popes will have to 
diſpute ; but they may. conſole themſelves with 
the certainty of always coming off conquerors. 
As for the Mufti, he is as ignorant as he is a 
good Muſſulman; and we all know, that to be 
a good Muſſulman, it is very neceſſary to be igno- 
rant, and particularly ſo, of whatever regards 
religion. The Pontiff of Poutala knows very lit- 
tle more than the Mufti; and the Profefiors: 
of the famous academy of Samarcand are in the 
ſame predicament. Unhappy Muffulmans ! Senſe- 
leſs Tartars ! Why have you not learnt to form ſyl- 
logiſms? What an excellent thing is locic! We 
Europeans, yes, we Chriſtians, whom you dare 
to ſtigmatize as inficels, or fools, and believe us 
condemned to eternal fire, we will prove to you, 
with good arguments, in form, and extra for- 
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mam, that you are in the wrong; and we will alſo 


clearly prove to you, th at the Pontiff of Rome 


is the only ſovereign Pontiff of all the world. 

Hut, it is the Pope's buſineſs to follow up the 
diſpute; for, I perceive, that I have been imper- 
ceptibly drawn aſide from my firſt object, and 


therefore I leave him in company, with all the an- 


cient and modern theologiciaus, to diſplay the 
depth and ſubtil:ies of ſchool divinity, whilſt I 
get out of the way, for I deteſt nonſenſe and pue- 
rilities, and with to retire, at leaſt, an hundred 
thouſand leagues, from every thong that is re- 
diculous. 

I have ſaid, at the beginning of this book, that 
the Partition of the Pope's Dominions will not take 
place, till after the Ottoman Court ſhall have fixed 
her reſidence in Aſia. This propoſition ſuppoſes that 
the Turks will be driven from Europe; and it is not 
a trifling matter to exterminate them from that part 
of the world! It is, however, what I am about to 
ſhew the poſſibility, the probability,and almoſt almoſt the 
_ certainty of: and to obtain this, it is neceſſary that J 
enter into a detail of the views of ſome of the Chriſ- 


tian Powers; the intentions of others; the hopes of 


many; the impotence of ſome ; the rights of all; 
and many other things. A geographical deſcription 


of European g 5 "OE will be neceliary, as well as 
many 


# 
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many other articles; as will be ſeen in the courſe of 
this work. Suppoſe this done, and the Superb Ot- 


toman baniſked to Aſia, and his European Dominions 
become the prey of his vanquiſhers; how are we 
from this to draw, as a neceſſary conſequence, the 
Partition of the Pope's Dominions? Oh! wait a 
little, gentlemen, and you ſhall ſee, in the courſe of 
this work, the how, the why, and the wherefore ; I 
have very ſufficient reaſons to give you thereon, A 
Diſciple of Lombard, a Maſter of Sentences, will, 


no doubt, ſay, that I am impious, and prophane, and 


that it is joining Beliam with the God of Abraham, 
to pretend to demonſtrate the neceſſity of this con- 
ſequence. Well, let him ſay what he pleaſes; I ſhall 


not go an inch out of my way, for all that, nor ſhall 


I ſpend a ſingle moment in anſwering him; for I 


freely own I am afraid of him ; and faith who would 


not be afraid of a diſciple of Lombard, the inventor 
of Scholaſticks ; who, with his unintelligible diſtinc- 


tions, will make me believe that the moon is made of 
cream cheeſe! Readers, I do not impoſe upon you; 


read Thomas Aquinus, and you will ſee that what I 
tell you is as true as that you would not underſtand a 
fingle word of him, or, at leaft, very little ; therefore 


I fue for peace, and the whole field to be ant free for 


the diſputant. 


When 
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When Leonidas, the father of the famous Origi- 
nes, was conducted before the Gentile Pontiffs, to 
adore their gods, they ſaid to him, Oh! man, thou 


« muſt be ſenſeleſs, not to adore our gods; and thou 


„ blaſphemeſt in ſaying they are not true gods. 
« Thou art a fool. We tell thee that thou deceiveſt 
« thyſelf; and we, who are Pontiffs, can neither be 
« deceived, or deceive others.“ Leonidas replied, 
Oh! Pontiffs, ye are in the wrong; and if ye 
have good reaſons to convince me that I do not 
ſpeak the truth, either I will hold my tongue, or I 
will refer the matter to my ſon : But I am not bound 
to believe you, becauſe you are Pontiſſs, or becauſe 


you diſpute with arguments which I do not compre- 


hend, and which are, therefore, out of my power to 


refute ! It is only the beaſts, made to periſh, who 


ſhould believe you, on your bare word ; but man, 
created for heaven, is exempted from this law! Le- 
onidas was maſſacred. The following verſes were 
made on this ſubject 


Pronaque cum ſpectant animalia eætera terram; 
Os homini ſublime dedit. Cœlumque videre - 
| Juſſit, et erectos, ad ſydera tol ere vultus. 5 
O Deus Omnipotens, pueros hominesque, fac ergo. 
Te deprecor, liberos, et a ſophiſmate ſalva 
Nec permitie unquam, ut qui maximus optimus almus 
Diciter, et cœ um, atque homines continue fallat. 
Innocuas, et ſecum ad imas conducere tentet. 


European 
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European Turky extends from the 34th to the 
45th degree of longitude, and between the 36th and 
46th degree of latitude; the Caſtagna mountains 
divide it north and ſouth; the north comprehends 
Valachiz, Moldavia, Beſiarabia, Boſnia, Servia, Dal- 
matia, Bulgaria, and Romania; the ſouth, Ancient 
"Greece, that is to ſay, Albania, Epirus, Macedonia, 
Janna, Levadrie, Morea, and the Iſlands of the Ar- 
chipelago. All theſe fertile provinces are depopulated 
by the oppreſſion under which they labour, particu- 
| larly ſince 1740. The inhabitants are continually 
emigrating into Ruſſia, Hungary, and the other bor- 
dering dominions, to be happier there : But are they, 
in fact, happier? It is themſelves, who can beſt an- 
ſwer this interrogatory: Alas ! they are not the leſs 
unhappy for changing their ſituation | 
The Turks, notwithſtanding their ſobriety in eat- 
ing, are great lovers of repoſe and ſloth; and, in con- 
ſequence, little adapted for undergoing fatigues, or 
being active in buſineſs; and the frequent uſe they 
make of odoriferous baths, ſerve but to weaken them, 
amd render them effeminate. It is well known to 
what lengths they carry their incontinency, their lux- 
ury, their hypocriſy, ' and their thirſt for lucre; with 
theſe qualities, equally individual as national, how 
will the Turks be able to reſiſt the impetuoſity of an 
hoſt of European troops attacking them on all ſides? 
| 1 8 3 
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And if to theſe we add the terror which has already . 
taken poſſeſſion of the hearts of all che nation in ge- 
neral, and wich produces a ſudden and ruinous ef- 
fect, it is not to be ſuppoſed they will go forth with 
an intention of fighting, but to convey themſelves, 
their families, and their riches into Aſia; —theſe 3 
allowed, who will deny tae probability of the 

man Empire being ſoon deſtroyed in Europe ? _= 
_ this probability, I do not heſitate immediately to add 
the certainty of my aſſertion, when I conſider their 
reſignation to the will of the Almighty; and they 
place to the will of the Almighty, every thing which 
happens to them, be it good, or be it evil.—It is for 


this reaſon, that no nation in the world equals them 


in ſupporting a reverſe of fortune. This calls to my 
mind a little diſcourſe between M. le Comte de St. 
Prieſt, formerly Embaſſador from France to Con- 
ſtantinople, and the Grand Vizir, Derandeli-Haggi- 
Mahmud-Baſhaw, after the concluſion of the peace 
in 1774, between the Porte and Ruſſa: The Em- 
baſſador being at Topkana, with the Grand Vizir, 
was explaining to him the loſſes which the Porte had 
juſt ſuFered in the late war, at the ſame time point- 
ing out the great ſuperiority of the Ruſſian troops; 
and, extending his arms towards Aſia, ſaid, it is there 


that the Muſlulmans will ſhortly be ohliged to retire, 
if they did not look well to their affajes, The Vizir 
1 


replied, . 
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replied, Embaſſador, this country of Europe is not 
our country; we have only received it, as a depoſit, 
ſo long as the fins and iniquities of the Greeks ſhall 
exceed thoſe of the Muſſulmans: God was pleaſed 
to make uſe of our Sabres, to puniſh the Chriſtians; 
and, therefore, when it ſhall pleaſe him to put an end 
to his wrath againſt them, and to return them their 
country, we are ready to obey his holy will, and 
retire to our own, which lays juſt where you deſcribe, 
and where you, Mr, Embaſſador, ſay we ſhall be 
ſhortly obiiged'to go. 
From ſuch arguments as theſe, and from meaſures 
taken in eonſequence of them, we may eaſily judge 
2nd decide, without any riſque of being charged with 
temerity, that THE GOD ON EARTH, THE 
SHADOW OF GOD, THE BROTHER OF 
THE SUN, AND OF THE MOON, THE 
DISTRIBUTER OF CROWNS, THE KING 
OF KINGS, the magnificent and ſuperb Otto- 
man, will ſoon go to his tun country; and I am very 
ſure that the Mufti, the oracle, and the interpreter of 
the lau, will prove very clearly, by ſome paſſages of 
the Alcoran, that ſuch is the goil of God, and Gas i 
is only for their good. 
A diſmemberment of a large part of is 
Turky has lately taken place, and the diſmember- 
ment continues without. any of the ſuppoſed friends 
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of the Porte giving them any ſuccours. The Cris 
mea, is in the hands of the Ruſſians, Oczakow 
Bender, Kotzim, all Beſſarabia, Moldavia, Valachia, 
and part of Bulgaria alſo obey them; and they ad- 
vance every day into the rich plains of Bulgaria, 
ſcarcely: ever meeting with any who dare diſpute the 
ground with them. What difference of one age from 
another! In theſe very plains, Sarne, was witneſs to 
the bloody, and terrible battle, which Amurat gave 5 
in 144% to Ladiſlas, King of Hungary, N Was 
killed by the Sultan's own hand. 

The Imperialiſts on the ſide of Belgrade fins on 
Servia, Boſnia, and are only ſtopped by the ſea. Dal- 
matia will alſo become the prey of the Germans. It 
will be neceſſary for the houſe of Auſtria to make 
ſome arrangements, either as ſhe pleaſes, or as ſhe 
can with the Venetians, to prevent any conteſt or 
diſpute with thoſe wiſe and prudent republicans, As 
to vrhat regards Boſnia ; ſhe has only to take her mea» 
ſures to ſatisfy the legitimate deſcendants of Etienne, 
who was Sovereign of it, when Mahomud the Second 
took it, and flead him alive. Theſe deſcendants are 

divided into two branches, and have their reſidence 
in the city of Baniatuka, under feigned names: theſe 
ſhould be ſatisfied, if the wiſhes: to reign i i peace at 
Boſnia. | '. | 22s 

Wi' muſt notpaſgover Albany without ſaying fome- 

thing more of her, I he Albanians are tall, ſtrong, very 
1 2 coura- 
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courageous, and indefatigable, and are good horſemen: 
they are the deſcendants of the ancient Scyths, and 
retain many of their cuſtoms; it is well known that 
Amurat the Second took Albany: but we muſt alſo 
remember the valour of the famous Scanderberg, who 
died the 17th of January, 2467. Albany is one of 
the largeſt and moſt fertile provinces of European 
Turky; more than two thirds of it is inhabited by 
Chriſtians. Montenegro, and Cimara join to it, two 
people equally hardy and courageous, and the ſworn 
enemies of the Turks. 

Duraſſa, the capital of Albany, contains to this day 
the deſcendants of Scanderberg. It is true, they 


| wee driven out by Amurat the Second; but in the 


following reign, they returned under feigned names, 
where they now live, in hopes of better fortune, 
The Albanians adore theſe young ſhoots, (ſo to call 
them,) of this illuſtricus blood, and therefore the 
| houſe of Auſtria muſt manage well with theſe perſon- 
ages, if ſhe wiſhes to ſucceed on that ſide ; for it is 
neither becoming, or honourable, or political, to deſ- 
piſe thoſe who are really Princes, becauſe they have 
loſt their ſovereignti2s, and fallen under the gripe of 
tyranny, wearing out their days in a ſituation little 
ſhort of miſery. There are ſome of them, who 
could ſay with great truth tomany whoreignin Europe, 
we left off being ſovereign, when moſt of you be- 
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gan to be ſo. In the year 1785, I was acquainted 
with a lineal deſcendant of Scanderberg, in Poland, 
where he had a very * aſ Jo with a Poloneſe 
nobleman. 

Epire will be another part, and I am not mid n to 
repeat, that it will be neceſſary to treat thoſe well, 
whoſe anceſtors have been ſovereigns of the country. 
This caſe is renewed in Epire. Amurath II. when 
he took it, only drove Leonard out of it, who was 
it's laſt deſpot. At his death his children returned 
and eſtabliſhed themſelves there. 

Maina, and the Mainets are well known, they are 
terrible; for their elogium it will be ſufficient to ſay, 
that they are deſcended from the Lacedemonians,— 
free and independent of all the world ; therefore theſe 
people, as well as the Montenegrines, ſhould be ca- 
reſſed by the Houſe of Auſtria, to acquire their friend- 
ſhip, and to induce them to act againſt the Turks, by 
propoſing alliances and commercial views to. them, 
and other advantages for their republick, 

I do not pretend to fix the limits of theſe two Im- 
perial houſes ; but it is to be hoped they will prove 
the neceſſity of their being always united, and how 
carefully they muſt avoid every principle, every ſeed 
of diſcontent and diſpute; and if by chance any ſnould 
at preſent exiſt, it muſt be inſtantly rooted out. For 
being once divided between themſelves, they might 
2 not 
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not perhaps, be ſo capable of reſiſting the counteracting 

of foreign powers; by foreign powers, I mean the 
Chriſtian Princes, who either by underhand intrigues, 
or open force, might wiſh to interrupt their union, 
and prevent the execution of their project. 

To whom ſhall Conſtantinople belong? Whether 
oh! Politicians and Prophets, ſhall we give it to the 
Houſe of Auſtria, or to Ruſſia? Neither to the one or 
the other. It would be almoſt impoſſible, according 
to the examples of extended Empires, that Vienna or 
Peterſburgh could reign over Conſtantinople. — 
Therefore the Houſe of Auſtria taking every thing 
commodious (ſhe muſt not be unreaſonable). towards 
the South and South Eaſt of her dominions, as far as 
the ſea; andeven reſerving ſome rights of ſovereignty 
over particular provinees, which, by managing well, 
fhe will ſtrengthen and perfectly fortify her domini- 
ons, and render herſelf incomparably more powerful 
and more rich ; for in plain truth, are her States of 
Italy, and in the Low Country, of any material ad: 
vantage to her? The very little money ſhe draws 
from them, and the few recruits ſhe raiſes there, are 
not altogether worth the hundredth part of what ſhe 
will get by her new conqueſts in Turky. | | 

I think I hear ſomebody ak me, by what right the 
Emperor ſhould take that which does not belong to 
him? Have not theſe provinces their legitimate ſo- 
vereigns ; 
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vereigns ? They are not deſerted, ſo as to permit 
the firt comer to ſeize them? Mercy on me, 1 
know not who is queſtioning me fo, but it appears, 


by the jargon, to be a Schola/tich Moraliſt; I ab- 
ſolutely tremble, and therefore ſhall be ſilent, with 


reſpe& to the Emperor's rights, on either European, 
or Aſiatic Turky; that belongs to the Attorney Ge- 


nerals of the Courts to argue, not me: however, to 
cut Mr. Moraliſt ſhort, I tell him, it is the right of 
FORCE,— the fame right, which Mahomed the 
Second, and his ſuccefiors, ſo often made uſe of, 
the ſame right, which ſo often ſerved Clement the 


Eighth, Ferrare, and fo many other Popes. But if, 
in my turn, I was to aſk this Moraliſt, by what right 
has Alexander the Sixth drawn his line on the chart 


of the new diſcoveries in America, to come in for a 
ſhare? By what right have the Leos, the Gregories, 
arrogated to themſelves the ſovereignty 'of ſeveral 


kingdoms, and, indeed, 'of the whole earth? But let 


us have done; I comprehend very well why Rome is 
unwilling the Turks ſhould be driven out of Europe: 
Rome trembles, when ſhe reflects that there is a 
power, called Emperor of the Eaſt, and King of the 
Romans; Rome reflects on the conſequences, and 
looks forward to the future: and if theſe Emperors, 
| theſe Kings of the Romans, get rid of the Turks, 


they would be very ſoon ſeen in Italy, and in Rome, 
| nor 
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not to take the air, or to hold the bridle of the Holy 
Father's mule, but to command, as fovereigns ! ! 

Tf this fear, on the part of the Popes, is really well 
founded; nothing remains for them, but immediately 
to form an alliance offeni've and defenſive with the 
Grand Sultans; intrigue with the princes of Ger- 
many; - promiſe the King of Pruſſia to do every 
thing in his power, to place the imperial crown on 
his head; not omitting, at the ſame time, prayers, 
and public proceſſions, in all the Popith dominions, for 
the proſperity of the Ottoman army. If theſe mea- 
ſures do not * all the Pope's PI is at 
an end. 

Although the ae is not inſpired by the Holy 
Ghoſt, he knows full well what paſſes in the Pope's 
heart, on this ſubject ; nevertheleſs, he does not de- 
viate from his intentions, on that account; yet, if he 
ſhould exhibit a little complaiſance, on this occaſion, 
it would only be adding to the obligation the Popes 
already owe the Emperors : But of what utility 
would this complaiſance to the Popes be of? They 
are the moſt ungrateful, and ambitious monſters ex- 
iſting. Oh! ye Henrys, Fredericks, Conrads, Ot- 
tone, ye venerable emperors, raiſe your heads from 


the tomb, and give us a detail of 4 the * 5 


you NG ſuffered ! ! 


Rull, 
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Ruſſia; after taking as much as would be neceſſary ö 
to render her ſtronger and richer, would not act 
wiſely, in wiſhing to reign at Conſtantinople, The 
imperial reſidence of the Czars at Peterſburgh is 
well fixed for the affairs of Europe, but is not ſo for 
thoſe of other parts; therefore Peterſburgh, Cron= 
ſtad, Revel, and Riga, being well fortified, the Czar's 
court ſhould be eſtabliſhed at Moſcow : But even 
admitting that ſuch was her intention, the Czars 
could never reign at Conſtantinople z that ſuperb 
city is made to govern, not to obey, and ſhe is too 
proud, to acknowledge any other for her ſuperior 3 
therefore, ſhe muſt have a ſovereign of her own : 
But where are we to get him? Neither a Comnene, 
a Phocas, a Polygnox, or a Laſcaris, ſhould be placed 
upon a Greek throne; they ſhould be left as they 
are; one at Paris, one at Chambrey, another at Tu- 
rin, another at Smyrna, and another at Conſtantino- 
ple; all more or leſs unhappy. Therefore, either 

Ruſſia muſt place Prince Conſtantine there, or Joſeph 
the Second will give her one from Tuſcany. 

It will be neceſſary to give the new Emperor ſome 
provinces; therefore Ruſſia and the Houſe of Auſtria 
ſhould not (from motives of policy) retain all Euro- 
pean Turky; ſome part of Bulgaria, and of Romelu, 
as far as Saloniki, ſhould be ceded to him; he ſhould 
alſo have ſomething c on the coalt a little beyond Na- 
K tolie, 
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tolie, and be made maſtet of Smyrna, Angora, the 
Dardanelles, Burſe, and Ionick, continuing his limits 
nearly in the ſame parallel by Calcedoine, Scuttari of 
Natolie, into the Black Sea, and by ON: nd Synope, 
end them at Trabiſond. 
le ſhould be made to erect fortreſſes on the coaſts 
of Europe and Aſia, and a good quantity of veteran 
troops be left him, to diſcipline the new levies. 
This new power would be the Bulwark of Chriſten- 
dom. There will be no occaſion for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of a royal navy, to drain his treaſury z fix 
frigates will be quite ſufficient to defend him from 
pirates. | 

This new kingdom 225 be bounded on the north 
. weſt by the new dominions of the Houſe of 
Auſtria, by thoſe of Ruſſia, and by the King of 
Georgia, who will be maſter of all the Georgian 
coaſts of the Black Sea, beginning by the Sea of 
Azoph, and ending at Trabiſond. The King of 
Georgia, who, without doubt, will be more powerful 
than he is at preſent, as has been ſhewn in the prece- 
ding book ; this King, I fay, united with the King 
of Conſtantinople, will ail the Muſſulmans n 
into Aſia, tremble at their name. | 

On the ſouth, the new kingdom will have the Ar- 
chipelago, of which the greater part will, in juſtice, 


_ to the Venetians, But what will the other 
| pron 
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powers of Europe ſay to all this? Who knows! 


Perhaps they will ſay as much, as they did, when 


three of them ſhared among them the greater part of 
Poland; that is, NOTHING! Beſide, it is of no 
conſequence, what they ſay ; it is only what they will 
do. I foreſee that France will be the firſt to lament 
the overthrow of the Turks in Europe; for the 
commerce which ſhe carries on with them is very 
conſiderable, independant of her natural jealouſy, and 
loſing the Balance of Power. Oh! if Cardinal 
Richlieu could ſee this! it would drive him mad. 
What, the Houſe of Auſtria ſo powerful, fo formida- 
ble, ſo. . . . . No, no, that cannot be. 

Let us ſee if ſome arrangement cannot be formed 


for England, Spain, Holland, Denmark, Sweden, 


Pruffia, and Venice, ſo that neither of them ſhall loſe 
any thing conſiderable. The Emperor muſt cee® 
the Low Countries, Flanders, and the Brabant, An- 
vers except:d, to France; this latter muſt alſo have 
the Iſle of Cyprus, and ſome Iſlands of the Archipe- 
lago; and, as her population is great, ſhe can eaſily 
people them, and in a ſhort time, they will make her 


ample returns; ſhe will alſo retain her excluſive 
commerce with the Muſſulmans; for it is well known 


the latter always give a preference to the merchan- 
dize of France, on account of the cheapneſs. 
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The King of Holland (for there will ſporil) be 
one) ſhould have Anvers, with all the poſſible advan- 
tages of the Levant trade. And the two Imperial 
Courts, with the King of Conſtantinople, ſhould 
acknowledge the royal authority of the new King of 
Holland, and guarantee the free election which the 
Dutch ſhall have made of him ; not only in his own 
perſon, but alſo of his ſucceſſors. _ 

England ſhould have, for her ſhare, the whole of 
Candia, This iſland alone is ſufficient to maintain a 
powerful king; and ſhe will be able to form eſtabliſn- 


ments, and even make conqueſts in Egypt, and, by 


the Nile, carry on an unlimitted trade to India, by 
the way of Suez; but this way ſhould be open to 
all. 


No obſtacle can be brought to our putting Spain 


in poſſeſſion of Jeruſalem, and of all the Holy-land ; 
and then, as Spain is well allied with the Druſes of 
Mount Liban, ſhe might ſoon fatisfy herſelf on the 
coalt of Syria; and in proceſs of time, render her- 
ſelf miſtreſs of Aleppo, and extend her conqueſts to 
the Euphrates, which is but twenty leagues from it. 

Venice ſhould have all the Morea, and the domi- 
nions of the uſeleſs and unhappy Republic of Raguſa, 


and part of the Archipelago, particularly Noxia, 


Tinas, Tenedos, Scion, Metilene, and Lemnos ; and 
ſhe ſhould have ſome more of the Pope's provinces. 
Ruſſia 
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Ruſſia muſt cede to Sweden, all ſhe can ſpare in 

the Gulf of Finland, and a con{iderable ſum of money 
to be paid annually.— She muſt alſo have a part of 

what remains of the Archipelago ; nor ſhould ſhe be 
hindered from making conqueſts in Caramanie. 

Ruſſia muſt likewiſe cede to Denmark, ſome part 
of Lapland, and pay her a certain ſum in the ſame 
manner as Sweden. — This latter ſhould: likewiſe have 
the remainder of the Archipelago; with the power of 
making conqueſts in the Gulph of Pajas, and in the 
territory of Adena, _ 

It will be difficult to content the 16 of Pruſſia. 
As theſe monarchs prefer land to ſea, they may raiſe 
the political balance in their favour, in taking from 


Poland all that is near to them, or even the whole, on 


condition that they agree to fatisfy all the Electors, 
and the other Prinees of Germany, in either ceding 
to them a part of Poland, or the free cities, Hanſe 
Towns, that theſe Princes, finding themſelves 
richer and greater, may not be induced (with their 
alliances) to interfere or give any interuption, either 
to the Emperor or the * in their e of of 
the Turks. 

The States of Italy muſt not 1 et I 
have not hitherto mentioned them, Venice excepted, 
I believe they will be the beſt off of any; and I have 
not a doubt, but I ſhall make them perſectiy ſatisfied 
| with 
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with what I ſhall aſſign them. — But this is not the 


place to do it in, as I muſt tranſport myſelf again to 
Aſia, to appoint ſome ſpot for the king of the Muſſul- 
mans ; for, as I do not propoſe to exterminate them, 


they muſt have ſome reſidence. We muſt, therefore, 


look out for a place, where the ſovereign may reſide 
in tranquility and ſubmiſſion, waiting for the ſins of 
the Chriſtians to become once more inſupportable, 
which may be the cauſe of another revolution, and 
therefore as God has pitched upon the Muſſulmnas, as 
the inſtruments of his wrath ; they may in their turn, 
drive out the Chriſtians, and re-eſtabliſh their em- 
pire, if not with more eclat and ſplendour, at leaſt 
with more moderation and prudence. | 
It is not at Burſa, the capital of Bithenia, that the 
Turks” reſidence mult be aſſigned.— This city, ſitu- 
ate at the foot of Mount Olympius, was the reſidence 
of ſeveral Ottoman Emperors, before they got poſſeſ- 
ſion of Conſtantinople; it is too near for him to re- 
ſide in; I have myſelf travelled from Conſtantinople 
to Burſa in twelve hours. | 
Nor can it be at Iſnich, for the ſame reaſon ite 
is ſtill nearer to Conſtantinople. Numidia, which, 


in the Turkiſh language, 1s called Ifnikmis, would 


make them an excellent capital; it is large, well 
peopled, and very commercial; and, if we except 
Conſtantinople, the beſt ſituated city of the Eaſt : 


but 
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but the ſame reaſons prevents my 1 the 
Turks here; it is but twenty leagues from Con- 
ſtantinople. 

If any dependance could be placed upon the 
reſignation of the Turks, they might be permitted 
to eſtabliſh themſelves at Cogni; which is an 
ancient, large, and well ſituated city of Carama- 
nia; but as it is to be preſumed they will be 


always attempting to diſturb the tranquility of 


the new King of Conſtantinople, it will not be 
prudent to let them remain here; they muſt, 
therefore, retire further off; and this will be 
better for themſelves. | f 

Damas is the only city I ſee worthy of receiving 


its ſovereign into its boſom, This ſuperb city, 


the capital of a flouriſhing kingdom, was the ſeat 
of Omar Caliph, the ſucceſſor of Mahomed, and 
where the Muſſulman Prince may, with propri- 
ety, fix his refidencs; and where he might reign 
in peace; for he would have for his neighbours, 
but the King of Jeruſalem, and the Druſes, and 


perhaps the King of Denmark, from ſome little 


conqueſts which he may make in the Gulf of Paja. 

The Arabs, whom he will have on the eaſt, are 
not accuſtomed. to trouble the Pachas in their 
cities; it is, therefore, to be preſumed they will 


not trouble the King of Damas; particularly if 
| | "he 


2 THE PARTITION OF Part 


he paid them annually a ſmall tribute. In this 
manner he might reign in ſecurity, the Arabs 
ſerving as a bulwark againſt the Baſhaw of Bag- 
dad; who certainly, in the event of the revolu- 
tion, and when he ſaw every thing well arranged, 
would not fail to make himſelf King of Babylon. 
Should the Muſſulman, from any private reaſon, 
not chuſe Damas as his reſidenee, he muſt abſo- 
lutely go to Bagdad, and there form his capital; 
and, by extending his dominions beyond the Ti- 
gris, form a powerful kingdom; he ſhould not, 
however, go beyond the mountains of Caraciolan z 
for he might, by extending into Perſia, meet that 
very enemy which made him fly from Europe. 
If a Chriſtian could give advice to an Ottoman, 
I would recommend the Grand Sultan to go to 
Bagdad, and that as ſoon as he could; for per- 
haps if the Baſhaw, who is very powerful, and 
has always a numerous army, were to behold the 
Prince a fugitive, and marching towards his city, 
he might ſay, T ſhall ſhortly be without a govern- 
ment, if this man comes here: What ſhall I do? 
Pethaps he might prefer being the ſovereign of 
Bagdad himſelf, to yielding it up to the Sultan! 
What dreams! No Gentlemen, theſe are not 
dreams, they are things, which will ſhortly come to 
paſs. I do not engage, that every thing will happen 
exactly 
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exactly as I have deſcribed ; but I am paritive there 
will be but very little difference. Nor do I fix the 
epoch of all theſe fine things ; but I affirm, that in 
leſs than two luftres*, the whole will be accompliſhed. 
Nor does it require ſuperior parts to foreſee this, and 
when the whole is fulfilled, I ſhall not have the ſmalleſt 
title to be thought a Prophet, a although 1 prophecy 
out of my own counts 
It has been clearly proved, that the Turk, with all 
his force, is not able to reſiſt Ruſſia and the Emperor. 
This has been evident from the effects of theſe powers 
on the Turks; in two campaigns. And, where are 
their armies now ? that I cannot anſwer ; but I am 
| ſure they are not far from Conſtantinople, What are 
the Turks doing? Do they reſiſt ? Scarcely, on the 
contrary, they rather ſeek for ſhelter. Where ? In 
Afia. i © | 
If the Porte cannot t reſiſt theſs two powers, what 
will the do, when Heraclius takes the field? When 
Egypt produces another Ali-Bey, and Mahomed Ba- 
ſhaw, of Sduttare, again appears againſt them. It is 
well known, that the Baſhaw of Trabiſond is united 
with the Rufſians. Something may alſo be expected 
from the Court of Naples. She is at peace with al- 
moſt all the Piratical powers; and yet weſee heraug- 
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ment her marine aſtoniſhingly, nay, to ſuch a point it 
is carrried, that it appears almoſt impoſſible that 
ſhe could maintain it long; nor is ſhe formed to 
make preparations for that which 1s to take place fifty 
years hence ! She will a# very ſhortly ; Naples lays 
claim to ſome of the provinces, which actually con- 
ſtitute the Ottoman Empire, and no one can 8 255 
but ſhe will do her beſt to get them. 

Ido not believe the Knights of Malta will attempt 
the ſame at Rhodes, as it would be of no utility; at 
the ſame time, it is very probable, that to reimburſe 
themſelves for the loſſes they ſuffered, when Rhodes 


was taken by the Turks, and to indemnify them for 


the enormous expence theſe Knights were at, in eſta- 
bliſhing themſelyes at Malta.—Ir is very probable, I 


repeat, that numbers of them will go forth, and cruize 


in the latitudes of Cyprus and of Egypt, and there 
wait the fugitives from Conſtantinople; for on the 
occaſion of the overthrow of the Ottoman Empire, 
it is not to be ſuppoſed that the Court of France 
will continue to exact from the Knights, that they 


ſhall only chaſe to the mid-channel of Malta. 


Who, therefore, can impede the fall of the ſu- 
perb Ottoman? France? England? Ruſſia? I 


pretend not to enter into the queſtion, whether 


theſe powers can or cannot hinder it; all I aflert is, 


that they will not, and that it is not proper they = | 


ſhould. 
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ſhould. With reſpe& to France, there is much 
to be ſaid; but ſhe is ſufficiently employed at 
home: beſides, it muſt not be imagined that 
France has that ſincere friendſhip for the Porte, 
as is commonly ſuppoſed; perhaps ſhe was her 
friend formerly; but then it was from motives of 
intereſt ; this much is certain, that on this occa- 
fon ſhe will do nothing for the Turks! I wiſh 
my readers could peruſe a ſmall pamphlet, on this 
ſubject, written by Monſieur le Comte de St, 
Prieſt, the laſt French Embaſſador at the Porte, 
and at preſent Miniſter and Secretary of State, 
and they will find me guilty of no temerity in my 
aſſertion: this pamphlet was publiſhed laſt year, 
and has been tranſlated into ſeveral languages. 
This enlightened miniſter, after reſiding fixteen 
years at Conſtantinople, proves, very clearly, that 
it is the intereſt of France to abandon the Turks 
to their deſtiny; he paints them in their true 
colours; and, after producing ſuch incontrover- 
tible facts, as ought to render them deteſted and 
ſpurned, by all the nations in the world, he con- 
cludes, that France ought not only to abandon 
them, but to aſſiſt the other powers in exterminat - 
ing them, and ſhare the plunder with them. 
There fore France will do nothing for them. 
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England is too much occupied with great aſſairs, 
to turn her thoughts towards the Turks; whether 
they do, or do not fall, will be matter of indiffe- 
rence to her; and whether the inhabitants be of 


this or that ſect, will not concern her; for, who- 


ever they may be, her commerce with them will 
always exiſt ; beſi des, the trade ſhe carries on 
with Turky, is not very conſiderable. 

It remains to ſee if Pruſſia is of the ſame way 


of thinking; and why not? Does the King love 


the Turks? I believe not; and I am perſuaded 
he would not expend ten creutzers for them 
witneſs Mr. Gaffron, his miniſter to the Porte, who 


on the occaſion of a (donalma) rejoicing, made at 


Conſtantinople, on the birth of Sultan Abdel Ha- 


mid's firſt ſon, ſeeing the other foreign miniſters 


give entertainments, and illuminaie their hotels, 
did the ſame, and laid out two thouſand T urkiſh 
piaſtres; and in forwarding to his court, the a 
mount of his extraordinary expences, he put in 
theſe 2000 piaſtres; but the king expunged the 
article, ſaying the Turk was not worth it. This 
ſame Mr. Gaffron, was immediately recalled to 
Pruffia, and confined in a caſtle, for having taken 
ſome ſteps againſt the Ruſhans, on the occaſion of 
Sahib-Guerai's ceding the Crimea to them. It will 
not therefore be from love, that the Pruſſian mon- 

| arch 
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arch will attempt to prevent their overthrow, but 
only to hinder the agrandizement of the Houſes of 
Auſtria and of Ruſſia, who would become ſupe- 
rior to him. lf then this monarch can find in the 
poſſeſſion of Poland, and ſome of the Imperial free 
cities,” an equivalent to bring him again to his 
proportion with the two Imperial Houſes, it is 
clear, he will embrace that fide, which in render- 
ing him more powerful, will alſo ſpare him the 
embarraſſments, and uncertainties of war. 

Nothing, perhaps, but the too great ambition of 
Ruſſia, and the Houſe of Auſtria, could make the 
King of Pruſſia think or act otherwiſe. This mo- 
narch certainly ſees with an evil eye, the intrigues of 
Ruſſia, in Poland; and the orders Which Mr. de 
Bukolz, the Pruſſian miniſter at Varſovie has received 
from his maſter, on this ſubject, are well known; 
aud we ſee, that Mr. Le Comte de Stakelberg, the 
Ruſſian Embaſlador at the ſame court, has loſt much 
of that enormous influence which he had over the 
king, the officers of the crouny and the permanent 
colinel, | 

The Poloneſe have not forgotten the bold and 
violent blows the Ruffians gave them in the laſt war, 
and the inſult which they offered them with open vio- 
lence in full diet; nor the Biſhops and Senators, 
tranſported into Siberia, where they ſpent many years, 
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and which has rouſed up the utmoſt extinguiſhea no- 
nour of the Poloneſe; it is, therefore, eaſily to be 
believed, that the nation in general will never be fa- 
vourable to the court of Ruſlia :—She is, on the con- 
trary, almoſt entirely on the Pruſſian fide. 

If Ruftia, under theſe circumſtances, is not con- 
tent with extending her dominions in Turky, but will 
alſo extend it in the north of Europe, —if ſhe will not 
leave the Poloneſe at reſt. if the will obftruct the 
views of the King of Pruſa,— it is certain, that in 
ſuch caſe, he will fo far diſquiet the Ruſſians, that 
they will ſhortly be obliged to make up matters as 
they can with the Turks, to enable them to defend 
themſelves againſt the Pruſſans. 

Ruſſia will alſo have to do with the Swedes ad 
their allies, if ſhe does not attempt to ſatisfy them all, 
or at leaſt, effectually to hide her ambition from them. 
But is this latter poſſible now a days ? Miniſters have 
ſo many means of diſcovering all that is ſaid and done 
in the moſt ſecret councils, that nothing is hid from 
them. Who would believe, that the fecret converſa- 
tion which palied between the Emperor, the Empreſs, 
and the King of Poland, at Kerſar, when theſe three 
Auguſt Perſonages met there, is well known? 

What I have ſaid of the King of Pruſſia and his 
allies, with regard to Ruſſia, holds good with theſe 
fame powers, and many others, with reſpect to the 


- 
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Houſe of Auſtria. The King of Pruſfa well knows, 
that the Emperor has not, yet been able to forget Si- 
leſia ; —he is well upon his guard. The new alliance 


between the Houſe of Saxe, and the Archducheſs of 
Auſtria, has put Frederick into an ill humour. 
France, on her ſide, knows alſo, that the Emperor 


wiſhes for Alſace, Lorraine, and, perhaps, ſomething 
elſe: if he has not hitherto taken them, the only rea- 


ſon is, that he could not. Some certain intrigues of 
the Emperor's, in France, were ſuſpected a little be- 


fore the death of the Duke de Choiſeul, and were 


diſcovered after his deceaſe. What they were, is im- 
material—the world talked much of them;—and their 


doing ſo is ſuficient, without my writing them. 


Will the King of Sardinia be pleaſed to ſee the 


Emperor tco powerful ?—Oh ! no At the death of 
Maria Thereſa, her Auguſt Son ſaid, in ſpeaking to 
the miniſter of Turin, that he would actually have 
back the ſtates from the King his maſter, which he 
had diſmembered from the Dutchy of Milan]! Theſe 


are words which the King of Sardinia will not eaſily 


forget. In ſhort, the concluſion of this is, chat the 
Houſes of Ruſſia and Auſtria, can never conſiderably, 
and firmly, extend their dominion in Turky, unleſs 
they ſatisfy all the other powers, even the ſmalleſt; and 
that they may doit with eaſe, and drive the Turks in- 
to Arabia, if they have juſtice and moderation enough 

| | to 
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to render them fatisfied and contented, There will 
only remain the POPE that they will not be able to 
ſatisfy, and that is, becauſe he is ex ſe et eſſentialiter 
 —diſcontented, and becauſe it is neceſſary that he 
ſh ould be facrificed for the welfare of many people 
and for the public good. That public good ſhould 
be prefered to private currently is 1 believe a well 
received axiom. _ 

The other Chriſtian Powers, Ather from their ſitu- 
ations, their alliances, or from their different modes 
of thinking, will be only ſpectators; yet each will 
endeavour to draw ſome advantage, from a revolution 
which may be looked for every moment. 
This being ſettled, I enter on the following Book, 
to treat of the ſubject I propoſed at firſt. THE 
PARTITION OF THE DOMINIONS OF THE 
POPE. 


END OF THE SECOND BOOE. 
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BOOK III. 


Te ridere cecet quidquid fibi ſiaxit avorum credula fimplicitas, 
7 ERE miracles in faſhion, I ſhould be almoſt 
tempted to publiſh one; — and one, which 


might not only have made my fortune, but rendered me 


atleaſt as famous, as any hero in the piece. Good God! 


exclaims one! is there faſbion in miracles ? Alas | yes, 
reply many others; how ever, be it as it may, I will 
publiſh it, and if the incredulous will not believe it, 
ſo much the worſe for them; there are others who will 
make an advantage of it; this is the miracle. 

It is not from motives of vanity ; but merely to 


render homage to truth, that I ſay, I always had a fa- 


cility at writing, and that I find it much eaſier to 
compoſe than to copy; the cauſe of this perhaps 
may be the more than ordinary ſtrength of my memo- 
ry, which, the moment I take pen in hand, preſents 
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to me at once, yet without confuſion, whatever I 
have read! and I have certainly read a great deal. 


The two preceding books I finiſhed in a very ſhort 


ſpace of time, without refering to any author what- 
ever. From whence then does it ariſe that I have 
not the ſame facility in this ? I have now been twelve 
days with my pen in my hand, to finiſh the taſk which 
I have propoſed; and my wiſh to write has as often 
failed me; ideas preſent themſelves without order; my 
memory confounds them; my hand appears to refuſe to 
write, nay even my ink ſtand and my pen deny their 
aſſiſtance! What can all this mean? Perhaps it is the 


finger of God which interferes ? Or who knows but it 


may be impious and ſacrilegious to write a prediction 
of the Partition of the Dominions of the Pope! Had I 
the leaſt idea of eitherof theſe, I certainly ſhould not be 


ſo mad as to attempt to go on; but, beſides my having 


a ſufficiency of religion, I have allo a ſufficiency of 
diſcernment and judgement to ſee very clearly, that it 


is neither the finger, or the hand of God, which has 


cauſed this obſtacle. Stop, ſtop, ye too eredulous peo- 
ple, and be not ſo ready to exclaim it is a miracle, for 
there is nothing extraordinary init. The only cauſe 
which has produced this apparent miracle, was the an- 
ger I have not yet got over, againſt the ſtupidity of ſome 
who cannot or will nat make any diſtinctions between 
4 8 of the Popes, and their ſpir itual con- 


the temporali 
cerns. 
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cerne. Chriſt himſelf, whoſe Vicar the Pope pre- 
tends to be, has he not declared“ His kingdom is 
not of this world?” And in how many parts of the 
Holy Evangeliſts is this truth repeated? Ho then can 
this Vicar of Chriſt, this ſervant of the ſervants of 
God, pretend to diſplay the pageantry of # King of 
this world? Be tnat King himſelf? Nay, what is more, 
be a cruel, unjuſt, avaricious, and indolent King 
the enemy of his ſubjects! How dare he puſh his 
importance ſo far as to declare himſelf the King of 
ſeveral kingdoms, and Lord Paramount of all the 
world? How many of theſe MONSTERS: have we 
not ſeen, make and unmake kings? diſturb Empires} 
and deluge the greater part of Chriſtendom with Chri- 
ſtian blood, on account of their ambition! With what 
audacity have they not made ſubjects revolt againſt 
their lawyful Princes, and declared them abſolved from 
the ſolemn oaths of obedience and fidelity which they 
had taken! Alas! it is not in ancient hiſtory alone, 
that we are to ſeek for theſe examples, If ſome Popes 
have not committed ſuch ſcandal, it has been becauſe: 
they could not. Be attentive, readers, and you will, 
find, that whenever they could do any thing of the; 
ſort, they never let flip the opportunity. I am ſure, 
taat no one who has read any thing, can be ignorant 
of the late attempt the Pope made againſt the preſent. 
Duke of Parma:—What abomination} ! 
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It is therefore incontrovertible, that the doctrine 
of the Pope on this head is as hideous and monſtrous, 


as it is ancient; not that this long ſtanding can 


give them any right, as there were always perſons 
who implored that preſcription which may now 
take place. | 
The credulity of our anceſtors, ſimple and igno- 
rant, in theſe matters, begot in them and their poſ- 
terity, very ſtrange ideas; and one error, engender- 


ing others, they, by degrees, eſtabliſhed a ſyſtem en- 
tirely falſe, Thus, the anceſtors being blind, 


they led a great part of mankind to believe abſur- 


dites, contradictions, nay impieties. 


The ſubject of which I am about to treat, is one 
of thoſe which may give ſcandal to fools, and per- 
haps to devotees; nevertheleſs, as I wiſh to avoid 
ſcandalizing any one, I proteſt in writing of the 
Partition of the Dominions of the Pope, and even 
in ſaying ſamething againſt ſome of theſe Pontifs, 
I pretended not to write any thing againſt the 


CHURCH, for the Church and the Pope are very 


different things, as are the * and the Pope's 


Chair. 


To guarantee me from all ſuſpicion, I am obliged 
to call to my aid, the ancients, as well as moderns ; 
not thoſe who are the enemies of the Popes, but the 


_ pillars of the 852 chair.—1 rauſt therefore in fu- 


ture, | 


' 
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ture, make many quotations, which is what I do not 
like, for I know they are terribly tireſome to the read- 
ders, and beſides I expoſe myſelf to be criticiſed, as 
one who writes to diſplay his erudition; and may per- 
haps be miſtaken in my quotations ; for as I have ſaid, 
it is only from memory that I write. However, not 
to be deceived, I ſhall retrench a great quantity, and 
merely mention thoſe in which I am certain not to be 
miſtaken. | | 

St. Leon Magno, in one of his letters to Anatole, 
of Conſtantinople, ſays to him, The Chairs of the 
« Bithops is one thing, but choſe who {it upon them 
& are another.“ | 

The celebrated Chriſtian "Toy in his eighth Com- 
mentary on the Sentences of Pope Grand ſays, 
« The Church is one thing, her Biſhops is another. 
« The Apoſtolic chair is one thing, the Roman Fon- 
ce tiffs are another.” | 

John Forreſquemada, a Dominican \ Cardinal, in his 
Treatiſe of the Church, Book the 2nd, Chapter the 
' 112th, ſays the ſame. The celebrated Alfonſo de 
Caſtro, a Franciſcan Theologian of the Council of 
Trente, and Archbiſhop of Santiago, in Spain, quotes 
and accepts the doctrine of Temme and * 
the ſame as him. | 
Mlaany years before theſe ho that great Ger- 
man Cardinal, Nicholas de Cuza, taught the ſame 

| ting 
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thing, in the Firſt Book of his Concordia Cothelics, 
chapter the 14th, and in the 21ſt, of the ſecond book 
the of life of Hildebrand, afterwards Pope Greg Sory 
the Seventh. 
But even before theſe authors, that very W | 

Archbiſhop of Epneſus, Policrates, Primate and Pro- 
conſul of Aſia, ſpeaking of Pope Victor, who threaten- 
ed to excommunicate him, fays— © O] Biſhop of 
« Rome, who calleſt thyſelf POPE, with what pre 
« ſumption dareſt thou to threaten me with excommu- 
& nication, becauſe J refuſe to ſend thee the treaſure 
« of my Church? All ny Church poſſeſſes, comes 
« from the pious liberality of the faithful, but thou 
&« poſſeſſeſt nothing but by rapine and violence !” 
St. Jerome, in his Book of the Eccleſiaſtical Writers, 
reports this fact in quoting Euſebus, approving at the 
ſame time what Policrates had written to the Pope. 
I will finiſh theſe quotations with St. Cyprian, 
Archbiſhop of Carthage, and Primate of all Africa, 
who writing again{t Pope Etienne, ſaid in preſence 
of a council of eighty-ſeven Biſhops — That the 
«© Biſhop of Rome, inſtead of conteſting with us on 
« the re-baptiſm of thoſe who are converted to 
© the faith, would do much better to grant ſatisfac- 
ec tion to the faithful, for the ſcandal which he has 
« given the world, in poſſeſſing thoſe lands and wealth 
«of others, which violence, e and ambition, 
= “ have 
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« have procured the chair of St. Peter. Uſque dum 
« jn terris poſſideas; non poteris in regno cœlorum 
« poſſidere.”—So much for quotations, and I beg 
they may ſcandalize no one. I am aſhamed to uſe 
this jargon with the Engliſh nation, in the Engliſh lan- 
guage, and on Engliſh ground ! —but as this book 
may be read by antiquarians, who are not moved by 
arguments, but merely quotations from the ancients 
whom they reverence ; it is for them, I have mark- 
ed, what I have juſt produced, paſſing over in ſilence 
at leaſt, fifty others whoſe works I have. read. 

From what I have quoted it appears, it is permitted 
to write on the Partition of the Dominions of the 
Pope, without any body being angered; and if I were 
a Miſlionary, I would prove that princes are bound in 
conſcience, to reduce the Pope to his natural fate, 
which is, that of St. Peter, or at leaſt, to what they 
were in the beginning of the fourth Century; for by ſo 
doing they procure him the poſſibility of faving hime 
felf Pope Lambertini often ſaid, he did not ſee any 
mode of ſaving himſelf, unleſs he made a reſtitution 
of all the Church unjuſtly poſſeſſed; nor can I reſiſt 
tranſcribing here what that great man Ganganelli 
ſaid and wrote to his friends: When J was merely a 
Monk,” ſaid he, I had great hopes of ſaving my 
„ foul. This hope diminiſhed conſiderably on my 
« nomination to a Cardinals hat; but when I was 
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elected Pope, I almoſt deſpaired of it. Shall we 
« who are ſeated on the higheſt Apoſtolical ſteps, to 
«-enlighten all the world, we, who are obliged more 
& than all the reſt of Chriſt's flock to ſet good exam- 
““ ples, ſhall we, on the contrary, become the ſtone 
« of ſcandal! We are more attached to the vanities 
« of this world, than the worldlings themſelves ! ! — 
La catedra di St. Pietro non ſara mai pura, ni reſ- 
pettata ſe non quando il ſuo ſucceſſore ſara ridotto 
« per amore, per forza, ad abbandonare lo ſcettro ca- 
&« duco di queſta terra; comme coſa incongrua, inde- 
4 cente, e quaſi contradittoria allo ſtato di Vicario di 
« Chriſti.* 

Before I name the powers who ſhould divide a- 
mong them the Pope's dominions, it will not be 
improper to give a deſcription of them. They are 
about one thouſand leagues in length, and fifty in 
breadth ; they are divided into twelve provinces, La 
Campagne de Rome, Ia Sabine, le Patrimoine de 
St. Pierre, le Duche de Caſtro, POrvietan, le Per- 
ugin, le Duches de Spolete, et D'urbin, la Marche 
P*ancone, la Romagne, le Boulonnais, et le Fer- 
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*The chair of St. Peter will never become pure and reſpectable, 
until his ſucceſſors, either by fair or foul means, ſhall relinquiſh the 
periſhable ſceptre of this world; as improper, incompatible, and con- 
* to the ſituation of the Vicar of Chriſt. — 
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rarois, In addition to theſe provinces, the Pope 


poſſeſſes many fiefs. 


The ſurrounding powers are the bing of Naples, 5 
the Republic of Venice, the Emperor on the ſide 
of Mantoue, the Duke of Modena, and the Grand 


Duke of Tuſcany. 


Almoſt all theſe dominions are compeled of very 


fertile lands, and very advantageouſly ſituated for 
commerce. They contain about one million and an 
half of inhabitants, of whom many are foreigners, 
Of this number there are at leaſt four hundred thou- 
ſand religious; by religious I mean, monks and her- 
mits of all ſpecies, and of all calours—the cloiſtered, 
and non-cloiſtered religious canons — ſecular prieſts 


and prelates—fellows, and all other ſocieties, or aſ- 


ſemblies of perſons ; who give themſelves up to la- 
zineſs, under the pretext of ſerving God. This enor- 
mous quantity of fluggards occupy. forty thouſand 


others, to ſerve them, The remainder of the inha- 


bitants are either Nobles, or people who aſpire to ec. 
cleſiaſtical preferment, and jn conſequence do no- 
thing towards the good of the ſtate, The labori- 
ous poor bear no proportion to the extent of a rable 
land, for which reaſon we meet with large extents of 
deſerts, inhabited only by deer, and by robbers, who, 
as well as their protectors, live by what they can col- 
let on the hizh-way, and from orei zners who tra- 
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vel thither.—Poverty reigns throughout the whole 
country, if we except ſome ſmall towns on the Adri- 
atic Gulph, where foreigners carry on a little trade 
and every thing languiſhes in inaction, ſloth, and mi- 
ſery,— ſource of all the vices, and iniquities which are 
with ſo much truth attributed to the Romans, and 
to the ſubjects of the Pope. It is rare that the go- 
vernment of Rome puniſhes criminals with death, 
yet at the ſame time ſhe carries her cruelty, and her ava- 
rice, to the greateſt exceſs in puniſhing, on the ſcore of 
riches. The Pope ſays, it is not the death of the ſin- 
ner we with, but his amendment; let him live, the 

Church abhors blood! Beſides, it is not with the 
blood of criminals, that he could raiſe his family, 
and create his nephews Princes of the Roman Em- 
pire. Witneſs, without going further, the Duke of 
| Nemi, nephew of the reigning Pontiff, who in a 
ſhort ſpace of time became a Prince, and worth two 
hundred thouſand Roman crowns per annum! Gra- 
cious God! How many families owe their ruin to the 
love which Pope Pious VI. has for his nephew! Ran- 
ſoming the provinces was not ſufficient;—Rome, 
alſo, contributed a great deal. In 1787 I was at 
Rome ;—when the Pope came forth into the ſtreets, 
every one fled, and locked up his ſhop :—enquiring 
the cauſe of this, I was anſwered, that it was the 
dread they had to be ſeen by his Holineſs ! For were 
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he to obſerve any one apparently eaſy in his circum- 
ſtances, he would ſoon find a pretext for ſharing with 
him.— Thrice, added they, has he ſacked Rome 
Once, when he made one of his nephews a Cardinal; 
the ſecond time, when the other nephew, the Duke 
de Nemi, was married ;—and the third, when the 
Ducheſs, his neice, was brought to bed. 

Is it not lamentable to behold an infinity of theſe 
injuſtices, when, at the ſame time, the real heirs of 
theſe provinces which conſtitute the Dominions. of 
the Pope, are languiſhing in miſeryz and of which 
they were deſpoiled under different pretexts of the 
Popes ? I know one of theſe Princes who lives in in- 


digence at Ferrare,—his name is Varani, the only de- 
ſcendant of the Dukes of Camerino.— Of what ſer- 


vice is it to be continually ringing the changes, on a 
Conſtantine, a Pepin, a Charlemagne, a Matilda, or 
all the Emperors of France ? None of theſe Princes 
could give away that which did not belong to them 
Are their ſubjects the ſame as ſheep and oxen, to be 
_ diſpoſed of at pleaſure? It would be curious enough 
if the King of England were to give Scotland or Ire- 
land to the French King! Or if he ſettled the Duke- 
dom of York, on the Primate of all England, on 
condition the latter declared him Emperor | Conſtan- 
tine was only Emperor of the Romans: he was not 
the maſter of Rome; nor could he diſpoſe of it, but 
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'as a Tyrant, —Much was to be done before he could 
give Rome to the Pope, or to any perſon whatever. 


Dominions are not things made to be given! I fay 
this on the ſuppoſition, that Conſtantine gave Rome 


away; which, however, has never been proved, and 
the preſumption is much ſtronger on the negative, 
than the affirmative ſide, 


Let us for once ſee this deed of gift, which Con- 


ſtantine executed, and on which the creatures of the 
Popes lay ſo much ſtreſs: They reply, there is an 
excommunication ( Late Sententia) againſt ſnewing 
it: Shew us, at leaſt, this letter of excommunica- 


tion. —Good God ! how curious you are]! No, gen- 
tlemen, neither ſhall you ſee that. There is an ana- 
thema againſt whoever ſhews it ! . well, keep 
it to yourſelves. 

The doubts which are entertained of this gift by 
Conſtantine, do not hold good, with reſpect to Pe- 
pin and Charlemagne. It is very true, theſe Empe- 


rors gave, or, as Rome happily expreſſes it, con- 


firmed, the donation. On this head I ſhall not diſ- 
pute with them; but with what right could they give a 
part of that which conſtituted the empire? Moreover, 
is it not contrary to the conſtitution of Chriſt's church 


to accept of theſe dominions? It is! The Pope 


cannot accept them; and the gift and acceptation, mi- 
litate againſt the moſt eſſential condition of the con- 


ut. 
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- But let us ſuppoſe for a moment, the donor had a 
juſt title to give, the ſucceeding Emperors had as juſt 
a one to undo what their predeceſſors had done 
particularly when they had done wrong. Do we 
not ſee, every day, the Popes undoing » what their 
predeceſſors have done; and often what has been well 
done? If the plenitude of ſpiritual power exiſts in 
the reigning Pepe, by the ſame mode of reaſoning 
the plenitude of temporal power exiſts in the reigning 
Emperor! It is therefore very clear, that if Con- 
ſtantine, Pepin, and Charlemagne, could giue, their 
ſucceſſors could re-take / 

But what are we to ſay, with reſpe& to Exarchat? 
The Greek Emperors, who were its laſt maſters; cer- 
tainly never gave it to the Pope: they would rather 
have given one hundred thouſand Popes, to have pre- 
ſerved it! But alas! what can withſtand their in- 
trigues, their cabals, and their factions! And what 
does the Houſe of Eſta ſay, with reſpect to Ferrare ! 
Is the Pope's title to that Duchy very clear? What 
right had Clement VIII. to that ſtate? Was not 
the pretext which he held out to the world an infa- 
mous one? Did he not attempt the life of the Duke ? 
Nay more, did he not caſt injurious reflections upon 


his deſcendants? And how could their blood be con- 


founded with that of the Bourbons,—and the Houſe of 
_ Auſtria? What horror | | 


Bologne 
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Bologne was merely allied, in 1728, to Pope Ni- 
cholas; and as friends, for mutual protection; but 
by degrees, Rome ſo effectually ſeized it, that the 
only privilege left it, is that of ſending an Embaſia- | 
dor to Rome. But I will ſpare the reader the trouble 
of reading, and myſelf of writing, her reaſons for 
ſeizing all ſhe now poſſeſſes : and the Princes the 
Thame of having ſuffered it: and even the Tagen 
that of bluſhing. 

O! Saviour of the World! how your vicars have 

confounded and overturned your kingdom] It is no 

longer the fame. You paid tribute arid tax to the 
Emperor, for yourſelf and Peter, during your miſſion 
here below; but your vicars, on the contrary, will 
have the Emperors pay them tribute for the dominions 
which God has given them, by the voice of their 
people. Imagination ſhrinks back from the reflec- 
tion: and one is almoſt tempted to believe that our 
Saviour never eſtabliſhed this church; or elſe that his 

vicars have much n from the inſtitutions of 
its founder. | 

ROMAN PONTIFES, are you, or are you not, 
the vicars of Chrift, the ſucceſſors of St. Peter? 
If you pretend you are, you ought to conform, as 
nearly as poſſible, to their examples: if ye are not, 
say ſo candidly, and you may by that means hope, 

that the Princes will leave you ſomething ; for be- 

; hold 
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hold, they are all about to take what they can from 
you! And if you do not humble yourſelves in the pre- 

ſence of theſe Auguſt Perſonages, whom God, and 
their ſubjects have choſen to reign over them, you run 
the riſque of loſing every thing, and being reduced to- 
live, either by fiſhing, or from the ſpontaneous offer- 
ings of the faithful, For you muſt not flatter your-- 
ſelves that the faithful will pour their wealth at your 
feet, that you may ſhare it with them, 

When Bellifarius and Narſes wrote from Italy to 
the Emperor at Conſtantinople, they ſaid that the in- 
habitants of Pentapoli, of Ancona and of Ombria, 
wiſhed ſo much to be delivered from the yoke of the 
Popes, that they would prefer being ſlaves to barbarians 

rather than be their ſubjects. But now a days one 
might ſafely affirm, that theſe unhappy ſubjects would 
prefer a Turkiſh government to one which cruſhes 
them almoſt to death; and plunges them in the 
groſſeſt ignorance, and the moſt pernicious ſuperſti- 
tion! What I have faid is very true; but theſe poor 
people dare not openly expreſs, that which is locked 
up in their hearts.—God defend them ! Were they to 
do ſo, they would be burned alive !—And how could 
people, whoſe very thoughts are enchained, whoſe - 
ſouls are withered, and whoſe underſtandings are ab- 
ſorbed in ſo many ſpiritualities, be bold enough to tell 
the Pope what they think? This is no paradox, 
reader: 
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reader; I ſwear to the truth of it: nay more; that 
were a ſubject of the Pope, to ſay, or to write, on 
Popiſh ground, © I know and I feel that I am a man; 
as fuch I will enjoy my faculty of thinking,” he 
would be puniſhed as a heretick ! 

Theſe ſubjects of the Pope, the moſt unhappy of 
thoſe which are termed enlightened, were they aſked 
if they were willing to return under the dominion 
olf their former maſters? I am certain they would 

unanimoully fay, Yes ;—though, perhaps, more con- 
tent to be without any maſters at all, were it poſſible 
for people ſo to live; for man is not formed by na- 
ture, to be ſubject to another. — And the greateſt 
king on earth, is eſſentially, and by nature, neither 
more or leſs than MAN; and every thing which is 
againſt the liberty, is incontrovertibly againſt the na- 
ture of man :—And we muſt acknowledge, that al- 
moſt all mankind are in a deſperate condition !—Li. 
berty is like the Phoenix of Arabia; every one talks 
of it, but no one knows it; and liberty is really no 

other than a word, which ſerves as a motto to the 
arms of Republicks ! 

Great and ſmall kingdoms being eſtabliſhed as they 
are, and nearly as they ought to be, it is not reaſon- 
able to wiſh, that mankind ſhould live independant of 
each other, as it would only breed confuſion and dif. 
order; therefore, it is neceſſary towards the happi- 

1 9 5 neſs 
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nes of mankind, that there ſhould be ſubordination 


and obedience in the different claſſes. We cannot 


ſuficiently praiſe the wiſdom of our forefathers, in 
giving up every one his proportion of ſovereignty to 
a chief, elected unanimouſly by their free ſuffrages 
and granting him, under certain conditions, legifla- 
tive and executive authority to govern them. There- 
fore, in the ſame manner, the ſubjects of the Pope, 
in changing their maſters, muſt remain ſubject to 
another; it not being poſſible to be otherwiſe. But 


at leaſt theſe new maiters muſt give them ſuch laws, 


that in obeying them, they may find their own 'hap- 


pineſs. Almoſt all the Papal laws, which reſpect 


temporal government, are deſtructive of the happi- 
neſs of the ſubject: whence we find, that if they obey 
theſe laws, they muſt, in conſequence, be unhappy; 
and if they do not obey them, they muſt, as neceſſa- 
rily, appear criminal. O chat it were poſſible, ye 
people of the whole univerſe | to make ye adopt ſuch 
laws as are only in vigour, in a ſmall ſpot of Europe 


Then would ye be as happy as this world will allow! 


Youjwould have a chief, who by the majeſty, and the 


right of his authority, could do you good, without 
the power of doing you harm; would tax you ai. 8 
<vardly, at the time he was imbarllly cheriſhing you. 
You would have decent and unhumiliating law, 
which would cauſe you every moment to feel, they - 
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flowed from yourſelves, and that in obeying them, 
ye merely obeyed yourſelves'; nor would you ever be 
judged, but by your equals ;—ſure manner to be 
judged uprightly, and to prevent deſpotiſm ſliding in. 
But, alas ! theſe are but wiſhes !—it is given but to 
one nation on the globe to be. happy by thoſe laws, 
and by the execution of them ;—they only, of all the 
world, enjoy liberty and it is that very liberty, 
which renders them ſo formidable to their enemies, 
and fo ſerviceable to their friends. 7 es 
Every thing, therefore, concurs for theſe Princes 
cordially to unite, and withdraw the provinces which 
compoſe the Dominions of the Pope, from his hands, 
to render them happy. It is abſolutely neceſſary to 
take every thing from him; for if any thing is left 
him, the Hydra will regenerate. It is for his good; 
nor can he complain. —Princes have given; Princes 
can, and ought to retake. ' I will aſk this one ſimple 
queſtion of the pope: Had Clement XIV. given 


two or three provinces of the Church to the Duke of 


Modena, would not he, Pius VI. at his election to 
the Papal chair, have declared the donation null and 
void ? Would he not have retaken them? Clement 
XIV. himſelf, creature as he was of Rezzonico's, 
when he became Pope, did he not make the nephew 
of Clement XIII. render the ſtricteſt account. of the 
| 9— Sixtus V. nn caſtle of St. 
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Ange; and of which the Cardinals, and the Senator, 
Rezzonico, had poſſeſſed themſelves, under various pre- 
texts? Did he not oblige them to reſtore it? And 
who knows but the Duke of Nemi may not be made 
to render a ſimilar account to the ſucceſſor of his uncle, 
Pius VI. ! | . | z 
My propoſitions, therefore, contain nothing con» 
tradictory or unjuſt : it only remains to ſee, who are 
the Princes who ſhould ſhare the cake, | 
Were the powers who have lawful claims, the only 
ones to be conſidered, it is certain that none but the 
Emperors of the Eaſt and of the Weſt could take 
poſſeſſion. But that is juſt as it ought not to 
bez on account of the great diſproportion of. 
| ſtrengths there would be between the Emperors 
and the other powers, which would ſuit no one. 
As the preſent political ſyſtem of the cabinets of 
Europe, tends towards an equilibrium, and that 
in ſpight of the diſtinction of great, middling, and 
ſmall powers, it is agreed that all ſhall be nearly 
equal, either on account of their riches, or ma- 
rine, their fituation, or their alliances; it would 
be a terrible ſtumbling block in the way of this 
equilibrium, if the Emperor were to get hold of 
the Dominions of the Pope, notwithſtanding whate 
ever he might have ceded to France and the other 
powers, For we are now to conſider the Turks 
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as in Afia, European Turky divided among the 
Soverigus of whom we have already ſpoken, In 


this ſuppoſition, then, the equilibrium would be per- 


haps about juſt between all the Chriſtian powers, 


Italy excepted 3 and we well know, that many of 


them are far from being indifferent. Therefore 


theſe muſt divide among them the Dominions of 


the Pope, and the reſt of Italy; that augmenting 


by theſe means their ſtrength and their power pro- 
portionally with the other powers, the balance will 
rife to its original equilibrium, 

To carry this plan into execution, Italy mult 
be divided into four parts, and as nearly as poſſible 
equal; as I have already defcribed. The King of 
Sardinia, the King of Naples, the Republic of 
Venice, and the great Duke of Tuſcany, ſhould 
be the only ſovereigns of Italy. The Houſe of Par- 


ma ſhould be allowed to fublift, not to ſubvert 


the treaties; but in default of a legitimate ſuc- 
ceſſion, thoſe ſtates ſhould go tothe Houſe of Savoy. 


The Archduke of Auſtria, who, by his marriage 
with Beatrice D'Eſta, the heireſs of the reigning 


Duke of Modena, will fucceed to thoſe ſtates, 
ſhould alſo remain, and in default of ſucceſſion, 
ſhould go to the King of Sardinia: but it muſt be 
poſitively forbidden them, to enter into any all 


ances out of Italy. 
The 
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The Houſe of Savoy, with the title of King of 
| Lombardy, would poſſeſs all that ſhe has in Italy; 
and to his dominion might be added all thoſe of 
the republic of Genis, the Dutchy of Milan, as 
far as the frontiers of Venice, and his reſidence 
ſhould be at Pavia; and he ſhould only have Bolog- 
na from the Dominions of the Pope, and he ſhould 
have a free paſſage thither through the ſtates of 
Parma and Modena. The Dutchy of Mantua 
is comprized in the Dutchy of Milan, 

The republic of Venice, beſides * having the 
the Morea, and a great part of the Archipelago, 
to recompenſe her for all her legitimate rights on 
Candia, Cyprus, Jeruſalem, and other parts of the 
Levant, as well as to put her out of fear of her 
neighbours, This republic, the only one deſerving 
of the title, ſhould have for her ſhare, all the 
Dutchy of Ferrara, Comaclis, Exarchat, all Roma- 
ni, Ancona, Little St. Marin, and extending a line 
towards the ſouth as far as Farligno, would have 
the city of Farmo, on the Adriatic CTY for her 
caſtern frontier, 

It is here alſo the frontiers of the King of Naples 
will commence, and will therefore join to his preſent 
frontiers; and which, taking a turn by the ſea, will 
leave him all the coaſt, as far as Marenomas of Sien- 


va, in the Mediterancan ; ; the Dutchy of Benovent 
Caſtro 


( 
: 


102 THE PARTITION OF THE 


Caſtro, and Ronciglione, la Champagne de Rome, 
as far as Foligno, and all that lays to the ſouth and eaſt 


of it, ſhould belong to the king of Naples. 

I be remainder of what the Pope at preſent poſſeſſes, 
ſhould belong to the Great Duke of Tuſcany; who 
adding, by this meane, to his ſtrength and his gran- 
deur, will make him a very reſpectable power; and 


it ſhould be forbidden him, as well as the other pow- 
ers of Italy, to form any political alliances with fo- 


reign princes. 'The King of Lombardy muſt cede 
Sardinia to him. | 

To whom ſhall Rome belong? Rome is like 
Conſtantinople ; ſhe is formed to belong to no one. 


If ſhe muſt not command foreigners, it is not right 


that foreigners thould command her; therefore ſhe 
muſt remain a free city, and miſtreſs of herſelf, 
Magiſtrates ſhould be elected, who muſt rule her by 
new laws, to be made in conſequence of this change. 


The government of Venice might ſerve her for a 
model. Rome ſhoull only have a territory of fifteen 
miles in circumference, which would be eaſily culti- 


vated z and not only ſufficient ſor the city, but even 


_ ſomething for commerce. She ſhould only have Fui- 


micino, towards the ſea, Her citizens would all be. 

come eaſy and induſtrious : they would be happy. 
Theſe Magiſtrates ſhould offer to the | Pope, who 

will then be the Biſbop of Rome, the Church of St. Pe- 
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ter, and the Vatican, for his reſidence. St. Peter's 
is ſufficiently rich to allow an excellent ſubſiſtence to 
a Biſhop, and the people of his court: and we all 
know that the court of a Biſhop ſhould not reſemble 
that of a King! A Pope, with his rich, ſplendid, and 


magnificent exterior, means to impoſe upon us ſure- -.. __. 


ly! Fe has no worldly majeſty to diſplay : A Pope Ho 
ſhould only ſhine by humility, and the other qualities 
which a Vicar of Chriſt ſhould have ! In ſaying that 


* f 


the revenues of the Church of St. Peter's are ſuſſi- 
cient for the maintenance of the Pope, I mean it to be 
underſtood, that they ſhould be preſerved to him, in 
whatever lands they lay; and which the Eorereigns 
ſhould leave to him. 

He ſhould experience the ſame conſideration that 
every one naturally has for a Biſbop; by which means 
he will be reſpected by the Romans, who are near 
him; and thoſe at a diſtance will reverence him. 
Freed from temporal ſolicitude, far from occaſions of 
inflating his pride, and in the impoſſibility of pillag- 
ing the wealth of the Church, to enrich his nephews 3 
perhaps ours may live to ſee worthy ſucceſſors of St. 
Peter, true Vicars of Jeſus Chriſt ; and we may then 
know the real ſhepherd. Then will it be (perhaps) 
that the ſheep ſcattered here and there, on the face of 
the earth, feeding on different kinds of paſture, will 
know the voice of one A at and form but 


one 
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one flock. There will be neither Barbarian, Scythian, 
Jew, nor Gentile; nor that odious diſtinction formed 
among fellow Chriſtians, to diſtinguiſh the different 
ſocieties of the faithful; anc we ſhall behold the north 
and the ſouth, the eaſt and the weſt, ſing the ſame can- 
_ ticles, in peace and union, to the God of all the 
earth! Ts not this what the ſucceſſors of St. Peter 
ought to deſire above all things? Then why ſhould 


he complain? 


The Armenian Patriarch, who commands a very 
numerous aad rich nation, extended over three quar- 
ters of the globe, dwells in a convent at Ecz-miaſin, 
four or five leagues from Erivan : he has two hun- 
dred thouſand crowns per annum; yet works with his 
own hands, to gain a ſubſiſtence ! His court is com- 
poſed of Biſhops, Doctors, and Monks: he lives the 
life of the juſt, and is eſteemed and reverenced by his 
nation, as a true Patriarch, and a worthy ſucceſſor of 

St. Gregory, the enlightened. Whatis there wanting 
to this venerable perſonage, to render him happy in 
this world, and in the next? Whilſt he i 
fulfils the duties of his ſtation; and in giving good 
examples to his flock, becomes worthy of the venera- 
tion of his people; and of the goodneſs of that 
GOD, who placed him at the head of his nation. 
Who will deny that this man muſt be happy? Will 
his not mixing water with the wine, vehen he conſe- - 
crates the elements, damn him? 


| 1 0 | 
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The Patriarch of the Chaldeans, commonly called 
Neſtoriens, reſides in a ſmall village named Elcoſe (it 


js the Prophet Nahum's country) in Meſopotamia, fi- 


tuate at the foot of the Curdiſtan mountains, four or 
five leagues from Moſſul. This Patriarch, who is 
of Antioch, rules equally (with reſpect to ſpiritualities) 
in Europe, Aſia, and Africa, In the Indies the Neſ- 


toriens are very numerous, Nevertheleſs, without 


the Pageantry, the riches, and the royalty of the 
Popes, he is happy in governing according to the du- 
ties of his ſtation, in inſtructing his people by preach- 


ing, by good works, and by good examples; waiting 


the reward of his fidelity to the precepts of Chriſt, in 
the expectations of the juſt ; and in the mean time, 
he paſſes his days happily in Chriſtian humility, in the 
exerciſe of good works, and in chearfulneſs of heart; 
and which oh be conſtant, did not the inquietude 
and ambition of the Po ope, through his Emiſſaries, 
called Miſſionaries, give him a and even 
expoſe him to great perils with the Ottoman Go- 
vernment. The Pope once went the length of erect- 
ing his Altar againſt that of this Patriarch in kis own 
Church | For having ſewn diſſentions among the 
Neſtoriene, he created another P:triarch, who reſides 
at Diarbeker, and depends on Rome. Is this an ac- 


tion becoming an Univerſal Paſtor? Or will this Pa- 


triarch, for believing one perſon leſs in Jeſus Chriſt, 


damn himſc ? | 
| p . _ 
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The Patriarch of the Svcians, or Jacobites, or 
Eutichiens, is like the former; his refidence, is 
in a convent called Der Zafron, two leagues from 
Merdin, in Meſopotamia, not far from Niſibi:— 
This Convent is ſituate in a ſolitary valley; he 
has no other companions than Eccleſiaſtics of all 
ranks; his ſpiritual government is as great as the for- 
mer's. He governs his nation wiſely, by the 
rules of the Holy Scriptures, and by good Works, 
and is reverenced as he deſerves; his revenue is 
very ſmall, and barely ſuffices to maintain him, 
even according to the cuſtom of the ene 
whoſe ſucceſſor he is, and to pay the exactions of 
the Turkiſh Government, of which the Miſſion- 


arics from Rome are the cauſe. Nevertheleſs, this 


Patriarch is happy in this world, becauſe he knows 
the welfare of a paſtor of a flock does not conſilt 
in ſplendor and magiificence ;' or will he be damn- 


ed, becauſe he will aun ack . one nature | 


in Chriſt? VF; 
From reſpect to the Page; Jam 0 willing | 
not to mention the Greek Patriarch; for I am not 
ignorant, that he is his greateſt antagoniſt, and 
the ſucceſſor of thoſe who made no tcruple of call- 
ing themſelves Popes and excommunicated Patri- 
archs: As there never was a more plauſible rea- 
ſon given for the Roman Pontiffs calling themſelves 
1 the 
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the firſt of Biſhops, and the Chiefs of Chriſtendom, 
than becauſe they reſided chiefly at Rome, the ſeat 
of the Empire; ſo for the ſame reaſon, when the 
Emperors quitted Rome, and choſe Byzantium for 
the Capital of the Empire, the Pontiffs of Byzantium 
wanted to be the head of all Biſhops and Chiefs of 
Chriſtendom ;z and this mult at leaſt be underſtood 
of whatever regards the Eaſt, if the moderation 
of theſe latter has left the Weſt, under the domi- 
nion of the Patriarchs-of Rome, 

The Roman Pontiffs know very well, Fe thy 
Pontiff of Byzantium, now Conſtantinople,. never 
gave up their rights on this head. This diſpleaſ- 
ed Rome; hence aroſe a /chi/m, afterwards term- 
ed a hereſy. I ſhall not write, here, all the debates, 
and all the ſtratagems, that were put in practice on 
either ide, mutually to deceive each other, for 1 
have already ſaid, that 1 cautiouſſy avoid every 
thing that is pusrile, and ridiculous. The con- 
cluſion, however was, that Mahomet the Second 
went to Conſtantinople, and decided every zueſtion 
reſpecting it; and would have decided many others, 
if a premature death had not prevented his going 
to Rome to place the Pope under his dependapes, 
as he had done the Patriarch of Conſtantinople.— 
Hence, the latter from the 28th of May, 1453, 
lives in retreat andalmoſt in poverty. his œco- 
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nomical Patriarch, who has ſubjects in all parts of 
the world, lives under Ottoman tyranny, ſuffer- 
ing and enduring every thing that a Patriarch 
ought to ſuffer for religion; this Patriarch, I ſay, 
is happy, and all the Greeks venerate him as he 


deſerves z formerly when he was ſurrounded with 


pomp and magnificence, his country hated him, 
becauſe ſuch things did not become him, and the 


Greek Church has more propoſed in holineſs, ſince 
the nation has been ſubje& to the Turks, than ſhe 


did before. If this is not univerſally known, it is 
becauſe the Greek Pontiffs have never ſubmitted 


to render themſelves ridiculous in canonizing any 
perſon. And will this Patriarch be damned, for 


adhering to the council of Nice, and dcEnο.⁰ edg- 
ing the Pope, merely for what he is? 

It is ſufficient that the Greeks ſuffei in this 
world, without being damned in the next! But 
appearances lead us to believe, that their ſuffet- 
ings will ſhortly be over, Yet it muſt not be 


imagined in the revolution, which 1 predict, that 


the Greek Patriarch quits his ſtate of humility; 
all that he will acquire, will be the liberty of diſ- 
playing good examples for the edification of a 
happy people, who will obey their Paſtor, with 


all the fervour cf their ſouls, u hilſt he 3 is unambi- 
tious 


0! 
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O] Greciang, ye are now on the eve of fe- ap · 
pearing to the eyes of the world. Mean ye to 
appear as your anceſtars of the firſt age, or of the 
laſt? Of the former, many fine things have 
been ſaid; of the latter, as many villainous, and 
bad have been repeated. That latterly ye have 
ated improperly, cannot be doubted z but you 
are in part excuſed, in faying that the Latins, 
with their Croiſadoes, forced youz and that the 
Popes of Rome, by ſewing diſlentions among ye, 
would never leave you at reſt, But ſhortly from 
this, peace will be yours; there will be no more 
Croiſadoes, no more Emiſſaries, from Rome. 
Shine forth therefore like your brave anceſtors, 


who were equally the maſters, and the aſtoniſli- 
ment of all the world, for their heroic qualities, 
Have nothing to do with Rome, ſhe has always 
been fatal to you; you will then appear again, 
as might be expected from your origin]! And why 
not? Notwithftanding, that the Grecians by liv- 
ing under the oppreflive yoke of the Mufſulmans, 
have for a long time relinquiſhed letters, are de- | 
piived of every means of improving themſelves, or 
inſtructing others; yet theſe ſame Grecians have 
in them the unextinguiſhable ſeeds of ſcience. 


wit, talents, greatneſs of ſoul, noble ambition, 
bravery, generoſity, and an inclination for arts 
and 
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and ſciences ;—theſe are in them as a fire bu» 
ried under cinders, which, however, preſerves its 
property of heating and hghting. 

1 could here produce many facts, which would 
prove the. truth of what I advance. In the late 
and preſent wars of the Turks againſt two Chrif- 
tim Empires, how many Greeks have we not 
ſcen in the armies of the latter, who have per- 
formed by ſea and land, prodigies of valour ! 
Rome herſelf cannot refuſe to bear witneſs for 
tiem; how many Greeks has ſhe not had, who 


by their virtue and ſcience, have riſen to the firſt 


rank ?—Venice alſo mult bear the ſame teſtimo- 


de Grecian ſubjects of Venice, having 
tic liberty in common with other free people to 
Ha, and to cultivate their talents, and their 
IT already poſſeſs thoſe qualities which we look 


forin rhe Grecians:of Turky, when they ſhall be- 


come fee. And I compare the former to the Ar- 


means of } era; that is, they are more brave, 


Jearned, and polite, than the Grecians of Turky — 


1 bes Pardon tor the digreſſion. : 25 


Why cannot the Patriarch of Rome, . like | 
the other Pa mary and be bappy in this world, 
and in the next ? Is he, as Roman Pontiff, to have 
me than other Pontiffs? Should any thing be 


allowed to diſtinguiſh the Pope from other Patri- 
archs 
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archs and Biſhovs, it certainly ought to be his 
ſuperior humility—his poverty—and his zeal for 
brotherly concord; for, all FATHER, as he 
thinks himielf, of the faithful, he is alſo the BRQ- 
THIER of all, through our common father Jeſus 
Chriſt : and although he ſtiles himſelf the fucceſ⸗ 
for of St. Peter, he ſhould remember that St, 
Paul told Peter, that he (Peter) was not ſuperior 
to bim! 'Fherefore if the Pope, on the occaſion _ 
of ſharing his Dominions, which he has hitherto 
held without any lawful title, does not ſnew any : 
ill humour, but deſeending into himſelf, fulfils his 
Apoſtolick duty, and ſhews to all the world, that 
the title which by cuſtom he takes, of ſervant of 
the ſervants of God, is not ſo chimerical, as that 
of Brether of the Sun and of the Moon, with which 
the ( ttoman Emperor equally flatters LN FEY be 
may bope for public vencration. 

Shut up in the Vatican, where all his Eecleſiaflical 
Court can reſide with him; paſting his time {a little 
in prayer, a little in ſtudy, and a little in compoſing 
ſermons, and preaching them to his auditory, he will 
find ſufficient leiſure to reply to the conſultations of 
the faithful, who may have recourſe to him; and to 
labour a little with his hands, were it merely for exer- 
eiſe, ſo ne ceſſary for the health ! Freed from the care 
of amaſſing treafures to enrich his nepheus, from the 

trouble 


112 THE PARTITION OF THE 


trouble of appointing Governors to different places; 
from creating Colonels and Captains; from recruiting 
regiments, from caſting of cannon; freed from 
providing for the condemned of Civitta Vecchia, and 
ſo many other things; freed; in ſhort, from the King 
of Naples about his mule, and from all other princes 
who think themſelves: independent of the Apoſtolick 
Chair, this Roman Patriarch would; as well as others, 
be a reſpectable Patriarch, and towards whom no per- 
ſon of good ſenſe would ever refuſe all imaginable 
reſpect. | | 
If, however, his evil ſtars urge him to reſiſt either 
openly or by intrigues, or by attempts to in- 
duce ſubjects to revolt againſt their lawful Princes, — 
or any ching of the fort, I ſhould tremble for him; 
and we might very ſoon expect to ſee Popedom entire- 
ly deſtroyed. J am far from being jocular, for it is 
well known, that a ſyſtem is almoſt formed for hav- 
ing a Patriarch, in every kingdom, totally independent 
of eyery one elſe; and it appears, that many articles 
of this ſyitem have already taken place in ſeveral King- 
doms. It is for this reaſon that I ſay, if the Pope 
wiſhes to tranſmit to his ſucceſſors in the Chair of 
Rome, any ſhadow of Popedom, he muſt yield up 
wholly and entirely every thing that is temporal. 
By this means alſo Chriſtendom will be delivered 


from the burthen now become inſupportable, of ſuper- 
| ſtitious 
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Nitious practices, which renders it poor, ſilly, and a 
Nave to the Popes, who have inſtilled into the people, 
LAZINESS, in every ſenſe of the word. The Prin- 
ces too will be delivered from the importunities of 
the Popes; importunities ſometimes haughty and re- 
bellious, at others, ridiculous, puerile, and contempti- 
ble. Every body will be freed from that infamous 
chain, which has led captive ſo many, and to ſuch 
lengths, as to deny them to think like men; as well as 
from thoſe abſurd beliefs which abfolutely ſhocks hu- 
man reaſon; and which muft be for ever baniſhed, 
without our being expoſed to the proſecutions of the 
Popes, and their ſubſtitutes; whole ſoft and deceitful 
language, exact a belief from the people of that 
doctrine, which they themſelves do' not believe.— 
Does any doubt of this ? How is it poſſible to 
perſuade one ſelf that the Pope and his Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Adherents, initiated into the myſteries 
| known only to them, believe in that which they 
teach, when we behold them acting diametrical- 
ly oppoſite to them? Whilſt we are on this ſub- 
ject, J cannot paſs over a circumſtance which 
happened at Rome, in the reign of Pope Bennet 
XIV. Apopiſh Miſſionary, exerciſing his A poſto- 
lic Functions in Turky, had the good fortune 
to introduce himſelf into the warmeſt aſfeCtions 
of a Turkiſh Lord, a man very docile, moral, 


Q 
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and ſuſceptible of ſpiritual impreſſions; but what 
was beſt of all, very rich. This Miſſionary in- 
ſpired bim with ſo ſtrong a deſi re to ſave his foul 
in the Chriſtian Paradiſe, inſtead of Mahomer's, 
that he entirely gave himſelf up to the guidance 
of. the Holy Father: this laſt had not failed to 
utter a number of dogmas, which the other did 
not underſtand, and to diſplay the Chriſtian mo- 
rality, and among other things the article of Evan- 
gelic poverty, and humility : — © It is more dif- 
« ficult, ſaid the Father, for a rich man to enter 
& Paradiſe, than for a camel to go through the 
«© eye of a needle,” The Proſelyte ſeeing, that 
inſtead of beivg difficult to the camel, it was im- 
poffible, was determined to be rid of the hindrance, 
and therefore gave all his wealth to the Miſſiona- 
ry. It can be eafily imagined that the Father was 
| not angry at this, and wiſhed to baptize him, and 
keep him in the country ; but the Turk would 
be baptized by no one but the Pope, of whom 
| the Miſſtonary had told him ſuch great things.— 
He therefore ſet out for Rome, a la mode Apoſto- 
lique; on his way he had frequent opportunities 
to ſee, and to prove, taat Chriſtians do not put in 
practice thoſe brotherly works, which regard hoſpi- 
tality; however, as his whole ſoul was abſorbed 
in the idea of the POPE, of his good qualities, 
E, hie 
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his holineſs, his fatherly love, he continued his 


journey, and at length arrived at Rome, He 
was much ſurprized, the firſt time he beheld the 
Vicar of Chriſt, the Succeffor of St. Peter, to 


ſce him ſurrounded with pomp and magnificence; 


and beſtowing nothing on the poor and the pil- 
g1ims, but benedictions in abundance, He ob- 
tained permiſſion, however, as a ſpecial favour, to 
approach his holineſs, who very humbly held out his 


flipper for him to kiſs: ſcandalized at this action, 


he would not comply with the cuſtom, and like a 
good Turk began to make a noiſe, and gave him 
ſuch abuſe as he thought he merited z but the 52 
ly Swi;s's guard, with their halberds, ſoon made him 
retire. After this, he made ſeveral attempts to 
accoſt ſome of the Cardinals, or Prelates, to have 
explained what the Miſſionary ſaid to him, when 
he tricked him out of his wealth, in conſequence 
of evangelical Doctrine; but every door was ſhut a- 
gainſt him, He pafled three months at Rome, 


ftarving like a beggar, obſerving and curfing the 


Pope. and his impoſture; the Miflionary and his 


Doctrine. 


It was a Levant Jew, who was at Rome, who ex- 


_ plained to him the tricꝶ that had been played him, 


and opened his eyes; he was, moreover, Charitable 


„„ enough 


giving bimfelf haughtier airs, than any Sovereignz 
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enough to propoſe taking him with him, free of any 
expence, to Turky ;—his offer was accepted, and he 
went away much diſguſted with the Pope and his aſ- 
ſiſtants; ſwearing, it was not poſſible, that Chri/t 
had ſuch Vicars upon earth ; and if he was Vicar to 
any one, it muſt be to one oppoſed to Chriſt. He 
made the beſt of his way home, and as ſoon as he 
arrived, he ſought out the pious Miſſionary to get ſome 
explanation from him ; but firſt he demanded his 
riches to be returned, 

Would you believe it, reader? The Miſionary 
made a number of paltry excuſes, but promiſed to 
return him all he had received, and left him a few mi- 
nutes afterwards, pretendedly for that purpoſe; but 
went to the Cadi, and accuſed the Turk, his proſe- 
lyte, of having been to Rome, to get himſelf made 
a Chriſtian; and the Reverend Father immediately 
converted himſelf to Mahomedaniſm, to be relieved 
from the neceſſity of returning what he had received, 
for ſuch are the Mahomedan laws. It is ſufficient to 
record this anecdote, without making any commen- 
of thereon.—T leave that to my readers. | 

As the new magiſtrates of Rome, in whom, by 
their election, will reſide the ſovereign authority, will 
be under the neceſſity of diſburſing ſomething for the 
ſafety of the ſtate, and for the ſupport of good order, 


they ſhould make no ſcruple of appropriating the uſe- 
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jeſs wealth of the Church to that purpoſe. Something 
wut be ſet apart for divine ſervice, and the remain 
der, with its growing intereſt, ought to be deſtined 
to the wants of the ſtate, and to the happineſs of the 
people: there is nothing in this which borders either 
on ſacrilege or impiety; if there is, we mult allow 
that all ſovereigns are impious, not excepting the 
preſent Pope; who took from the treaſury of Loret- 
ta, a great quantity of ſilver vaſes, which the faith- 
ful had given to our lady of Loretta, and which he 
coined into ready money, for the ſupport, as he ſaid, 
of his people. Theſe people, who had long looked 
for this relief, and which never came, ventured to 
| ſearch out how this money was employed, and were 
much ſurprized to find, that the whole had been ap- 
propriated to the expences of the marriage of his Ho- 
lineſs's nephew. They complained, and the Pope's 
Vicar, who is called the Vicar of Rome, had many 
of them publickxly whipped, ſent many to the gallies; 
and moſt of the remainder were exiled But it is 
horror to follow a detail that makes humanity ſhud- 
der; let this ſaffice ; I fear, were I to bring to light 
all the Papal iniquities, it might make even the ſim- 
ple revolt againſt Carift, and againſt his religion [tl 

The Pope, thus reduced to his natural Rate, and 
Italy divided as I have deſcribed, the remainder of 


of Europe, and a part of Aſia Minor alſo ſhared as 
I have 
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1 have ſaid; the ſyſtem and the pr -oje& of the Abbe 
of St. Peter's might be brought about with much 
Is diiculty; and the Golden Age might be renew- 
ed upon the earth, to render poor mortals happy; 
Who, being here but ſojourners, in lieu of thinking 
of the end of their journey, -are only fighting and 
tearing each other in pieces! What folly |! | 

In fact, there will be but little difficulty in ren-- 
dering civilized people and nations ſo well united 
together, that it will be barely poſlible for diſſentions 
and diſunions to ſlide in. Since former individuals found 
themſelves fcroed to feparate, and form ſinall tocie- 
ties; ſince they were obliged to chooſe kings and 
chiefs, to whom they gave up, individually and ge- 
nerally, their portion of ſovereignty; and, in confe- 
quence of theſe ſocieties, they were oblige Sto make 
laws, and to ſubmit to then; and nnce, the chiefs 
and kings, from other circumitances, thought proper 
to declare themſelves independent, by little and little, 
and tae former were contented that it ſhould he fo, it 
remains to ſez if the end which our anceſtors propo- 
ſed was for the happineſs of each, individually, and 
all, generally; and, if fo, we muſt enguire-if this end 
has been obtained? No, readers; on the contrary, 
ſince theſe eſtabliſhments, Peace has fled from the 
earth, War has taken its place, aud mankind: never 
ecaſe exterminating each other. And to what are 
| 'C 
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we to attribute this, but to the anibition of a few; 
and ambition draws after her all the other vices con- 
trary to the happineſs of nations. A king, who 
might be happy himſelf, and make his ſubjects fo, if 


he would remain as he is, renders both unhappy, by 


wiſhing to augment his dominions. If his neighbour 
is weaker than him, he ſwallows him up in an ins 


ſtant, ſeizes his ſtates, and declares the prize fair and 


juſt, with much the fame fort of reaſoning that the 


wolf gave the lamb, when they drank together at the 
fountain. Should his neighbour be ſtronger than 


him, he renders him fupicious to ther kings, forms 


alliances. with them, receives troops from them, and, 
in lieu of being ſwallowed up by one, is devoured by 
many. Courtiers do the ſame with their ſovereigns, 


with regard to the ſecond order ; and theſe latter do 


the ſame towards the third eſtates. Whole nations, 
who might enjoy happineſs in their ewn country, and 


in others are not content unleſs they eruſn ſome other 


nation! My God, what madneſs inſpires mankind, 
thus to render themſelves unhappy! | 

In recapitulating what I have ſaid, I repeat, no- 
thing can prevent Prince Heraclius from being the 
founder and the reſtorer of the Armenian Empire; 
if the Rufiians and Imperialiſts continue happily their 
preſent campaign, like the former; and I add, that 


he aol] do it, eicher by fair, or foul means. I he ac- 
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compliſhment of this, will be the. downfall of the 
Turks, and the welfare of her enemies ; which will 
render it almoſt impoſſible, but the Ottoman muſt be 


driven out of Europe. In this caſe; the Partition 


will take place as I have deſcribed, or nearly fo. 


Were ſome Powers willing to prevent this revolution, 


it muſt be remembered that all are not equally able; 
and thoſe who could prevent it, have certainly no 
intereſt in doing ſo; ſo long as the two Imperial 
Courts ſhall know how to curb their ambition, and 
endeavour by fair means to ſatisfy all the other Pow- - 
ers, who will aſſuredly be glad to aggrandize them- 
ſelves, without taking any trouble, or coſting them 


any thing. In the contrary caſe, the earth will be 


deluged in blood on all ſides. On a ſuppoſition of 
the former being the caſe, Chriſtendom will be hap= 
py, and the project of the Abbe of St. Peter's might 

take place in it fulleſt extent, and we might ſee uni- 
verſal and perpetual peace. But then, Kings muſt 
be content with their own Dominions, without think- 
ing of univerſal gs or comparing themſelves 
to Gods. 

Italy muft put on another appearance, for'l it is not 
poſſible for her to remain as ſhe is: in a ſuppoſition of 
the Partition of the Ottoman Empire, the equilibrium 
would be loſt ; and that all may be well off, it is requi- 
ſite the equilibri um ſhould exiſt in the manner I have 
wy | Already | 
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already. deſcribed; but this equilibrium could never 
be found, without charing out the Dominions of the 
Pope. And this latter i is a neceſſary conſequence, of 
the Partition of the Ot ttoman, Empire. . Woch erat 
demonſtrandum. | 

As in this caſe every body would be catisfied, except 
the Grand Turk, and the Pope; ; it is evident that there 
is ſome ſympathy between them, which alternately 
draws them towards each other, and ſeparates them; 
and this je ne ſais quoi, which is common to them 
both, ſufficiently proves every thing I advanced in a- 
nother work, whoſe title is: © A Compariſon between 
the Ottoman Porte and the Romans,” to which I refer 
| the Reader; and he will there find, that the happineſs 
of the Muſſulmans is augmented j in proportion to that 
of the Popes, and vice verſa, _ 

I know not what better to compare the ; je ne ie lacs 
quoi of theſe two nations to, than Mount Veſuvius 
and Mount Etna: Veſuvius vomits fire, and com- 
mits ravages, at the ſame inſtant that Etna does; 
that they have a communication with each other un- 
der ground, and in ſome parts covered by the ſea, is 
clear; as has been proved by Sir William Hamilton: 
as the compariſon is rather 9 I ſhall not * it 
further. | 

With reſpect to the Grand bs WF it is not. 8 
buſineſs to conſole him; 5 the Koran preſents him 
R | with 
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with ſufficient for that purpoſe ; I will, however, 
him one thing, which is not written in his book,: 
that is, that he will only loſe what his anceſtors 
from others; and that it is not true that he is 
KING OF KINGS, or THE DISTRIBUT« 
OF CROWNS ; on this head, let him conſult 
brother and ſiſter, the Sun and Moon; and, I 
aſſure him, they will not contradict what I have 
honour to tell him. As reſignation to the Div 
Will is one of the characteriſticks of the Muſt 
mans, there is every reaſon to ſuppoſe that the Gr: 
Turk will become tranquil in a ſhort time, and 
gnaw his fingers. But for the POPE, that is qi 
another thing! he will tear his hair, from rage: 
deſperation! We muſt, therefore, endeavour to c: 
him, and conſole him with the ſpiritual advanta 
he will draw from this event. 8 
Roman Pontiffs, are you ready to reſign ſoverei; 
ty, and pompous luxury? Are you willing to reſ 
thoſe vain-glorious titles of ſuperiority, which 
bear, and which ſo little become you? If you: 
we ſhall thenceforth know you for what you ou 
to be. In the Bulls of Canonization of many P 
man Pontiffs, there is this expreſſion, — that 
« Pontif, ex Romanus ad apicem perfectionis, 
« fanCtitalis perventus in primis mamionibus aj 
dominum Decem in regno Calerum ſedem ac: 
4 pa 
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© pat.” By theſe words we are to underſtand, that 


Pope N. is one of the greateſt ſaints in Paradiſe. 
Chriſt ſaid to his Apoſtles, © Qui major eſt inter vos 
„ minimus vocabitur in regno Calerum.” The 
major, among the Apoſtles, was St. Peter. Is it not 
ſo, oh! ye, his ſucceſſors? Chriſt ſays, that this major 
ſhall be the Je in the kingdom of Heaven. There- 
fore when the Popes declare, in their Bulls of Cano- 
nization, that ſome other Popes are the higheſt and 
greateſt in Heaven, do they not, at the ſame time, 
declare that they were not majors, nor ſucceſſors of 
the major, when they were in this world? 

The Royal Prophet, ſpeaking of Chriſt and his 
Prieſthood, does he not fay that he is, and ought 
to be, ſecundum ordinem Melchiſedec ? And 
does not St. Thomas add, that Melchiſedec was 
without Father or Mother? The Popes, who 
call themſelves the Vicar'sof Chriſt, are they with- 
out Fathers or Mothers? That is to ſay, are they 
without thoſe violent affections for their relations 
deſires, to exalt their families to a nen plus ultra? 
As this is not the caſe, we may conclude, we 
ought not to acknowledge any other for Chriſt's 
Vicar, but him who ſhall be ſecundm ordinem 
« Melchiſedec.“ | 

Further, is the POPE & vocatus tamquam Aa- 
« ron,” As the grand Pontiff, his ſucceſſor, ought 

1 to 
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tobe? For we are informed that the Church ſuc- 
ceeded the Synagogue, Why introduce ſo fre- 
quently, the name of the Holy Spirit; ? Whete- 
fore trifle with him? There are more intrigues 
and more cabals at the election of a Pope, than an 
Emperor! and it is a very moderate compariſon. 

And why, O! Roman Pontiffs, have you not 
put in execution, what was ordained at the coun- 


eil of Trente, for reforming you? - You might by 


that means have prevented your fall, or at leaſt 
have put it off to ſome diſtant period? But why 
do I aſk this queſtion ; the reaſon is well known; 
it was the ſame as prevented them calling another 


general council, as every one deſired; and the ſame 


as prevents the blind of Grand Cairo, from ſee- 

ing, but when they pleaſe. 585 
Nevertheleſs, it is neceſſary to enquire who 

have ſo blinded the Pope, as to attribute to them 


the Sovereignty of all the World? To make his 


infallibility a dogma of faith? To ſtile him God on 
earth? To declare him Optimum Maximum ? To 
have him idolized by the faithful? Oh! Mahomet, 
what wilt thou do againſt the Chriſtians of Rome; 
thou who was't ſuch an enemy to Idolatry ? 

In good truth, when J arived at Calcutta, during 
the Gentoo holidays, I could not help fancying my- 


ſelf at Rome, there was ſo much reſemblance be- 


tween 
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tween their Gods and their Statues; their Price 
fions, their Muſick, their Hurly-burly; and what 
one ſees there, and I declare the only obſervable dif- 
ference is, that among the Gentoos there is an ap- 
pearance of devotion and faith, and they do not 
extort money from people, as they do at Rome, _ 
and other places. 

It is the Eccleſiaſtics who have given the Popes fo. 
many fine qualities, and ſo many privileges, And 
do ye know, O! POPES, why theſe people have 
Battered ye, fawned on ye, and deceived ye? It was: 
to become Cardinals, Biſhops, Prelates, Af/ente 
« al foglio Pontificio,” to be Monſignore, Canons, 
Generals of ſome religious order; to get a benefice, 
to be ſtiled a Pillar of the Holy Church of Chriſt, 
to be one day POPE, and, at laſt, to be a Saint. 
Theſe are the reaſons | 

Hoy many Cardinals, Biſhops, Prelates, Monſig- 
nore,/Canons, and even Monks, —how many of theſe, 
I fay, are there not, who have retracted what they 
had written, when they were not ſatisfied with the 
Popes? And how many others have written as for- 
cibly on the other ſide, when nothing was to be 
gotten from their generoſity! _ 

When the Pontiffs of Rome ſhall have no more 
| Cardinal's hats to give, nor Biſhops, or Canons to 
nominate ; when they ſhall have no more benefices 

to 
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to give,—it will be then theſe Pontiffs will know 
that they have been deceived; and thenceforth, feeling 
themſelves happier in the mediocrity of their ſtation, 
they will be the firſt to acknowledge it ; and all the 
| reſt of the earth, in ſinging canticles to the Lord, 
will be happy alſo. 80 BE 1. 
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